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By Grace Through Faith 


Four and a half centuries ago a 
monk, Martin Luther, sat in his cell 
in Wittenberg, Germany. He had been 
trying to save himself, to find some way 
in which he might win favor with God 
by atoning for his own sins. Day and 
night he had been torturing himself 
with fastings, prayers, and study. 

All his efforts to gain abiding peace 
and rest with God proved futile. Not 
until he was led to the passage in God’s 
Word: “The just shall live by his faith” 
(Hab. 2:4), did he find peace with 
God — peace of heart and mind and 
conscience —in the assurance of for- 
given sin. 

When Luther discovered this passage 
of Scripture, he became, by God’s 
grace, the guiding spirit of the Refor- 
mation, which restored to mankind the 
original message of Christ’s Gospel. 

These Scriptural truths, then, are 
basic, and alone supply the satisfactory 
guide to our quest for salvation: 

1. All men are sinners. (Rom. 3:23; 
Ecclavyie20) 

2. Sin separates man from God. 
(isy 592) 


The Cover 


Lutherans in Baltimore, writes Rev. Wal- 
demar A. Rook, “are quite excited” because 
the city’s famous Luther statue has 
moved from its original location at the Mount 
Royal Terrace entrance of Druid Hill Park to 
23rd and Hillen Road near Memorial Stadium. 

Shifted last May out of the path of the new 
Jones Falls Expressway, the statue was recently 
placed on its old pedestal at the new:site, which 


overlooks Lake Montebello. 


The 19-foot statue of Luther was cast in 
New York according to a design by Hans 
Schuler, renowned Baltimore sculptor. Arthur 
Wallenhorst, member of Zion Lutheran Church 
(ULCA), who died in 1933, left $50,000 for 
the project, stipulating that the monument 
should bear the inscription: “Given by a Bal- 


timore jeweler.” 


At the original unveiling on Oct. 21, 1936, 
Eva Marie Luther, daughter of Dr. Hans Lu- 
ther, then German ambassador to the U.S., 
pulled the string. Also present was Kurt von 
Tippelskirch, German consul general of Boston 
and a direct descendant of one of Luther’s 


daughters. 


After Baltimore’s Mayor Jackson had re- 
ceived the statue, the municipal band led some 
10,000 persons in singing “A Mighty Fortress 


Is Our God.” 


One wreath laid at the base of the statue 


been 


3. Man cannot save himself by hii 
own efforts, works, character, or con 
duct. (Rom. 3:20; Eph. 2:8, 9) 

4. God, in His boundless grace, ha; 
provided salvation for the fallen sinnery 
(Rom. 3:24) 

5. This grace of God is manifest ir 
the blood shed on Calvary’s cross by 
Christ, the Son of God. (1 Cor. 1523) 
1 John 1:7) 

6. All who accept that grace of Go« 
and look to Christ alone by faith are 
forgiven, become right, or justified, be 
fore God, are acceptable in His sight 
they are saved. (Rom. 3:28; John 3:16 
Gal. 3:13) 

The colors of salvation are: 

Black — my sinful heart. 

Red — my Savior’s blood. 

White — my cleansed soul. 

How is a man justified before God! 
The simple answer is: By grace — fo) 
Christ’s sake — through faith. 

Aucust W. BRUSTAT 

ScarsdalessiNiays 


was from local congregations of the Missouri 
Synod. Another came from Luther’s birth- 


place, Eisleben, Germany. 


any 


Dr. Wolfgang F. Bulle, 40, superin- 
ndent of Bethesda Lutheran Hospital, 
mbur, India, has accepted the ap- 
intment as executive secretary of 
edical missions, it was reported at 
@ October meeting of Synod’s Board 
Directors. 

Dr. Bulle, officer in the German navy 
ring World War II, became head of 
e Ambur hospital in 1950. He will 
sume his new post in the Lutheran 
uilding, St. Louis, Feb. 1, 1960. 
The Austrian-born physician and 
firgeon is a graduate of the University 
Freiburg, Germany. He attended 
ission school at the St. Louis sem- 
ary, 1948—49, and interned at the 
. Louis Lutheran Hospital, 1949—SO0. 
Appointment of an interim Steward- 
ip Board, which will serve until 
embers of the newly established 
froup are elected by the 1962 synod- 
al convention, was announced by the 
oard of Directors. 

“Those named to the interim board 
re: Rev. Eldor A. Cassens, Baltimore, 
d.; Rey. Elmer E. Neitzel, Milwau- 
ee, Wis.; Teacher Aaron E. Kopf, 
ansas City, Kans.; Otto Hoecker, San 
rancisco, Calif.; and Emil C. Jacobs, 
t. Petersburg, Fla. 

An executive secretary of the Board 
r Missions in Foreign Countries, it 
as also announced by Synod’s direc- 
ts, will be appointed early in 1960. 


MOSAIC AT SENIOR COLLEGE 


The Te Deum mosaic recently installed 
on the north wall of the library at Con- 
cordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, was 
designed by Siegfried Reinhardt, prominent 
Lutheran artist. Dr. Martin J. Neeb (left), 
president of the college, explains the sym- 
bolism of the 7X14-foot mosaic to mem- 
bers of the college’s Board of Control and 
shows how the theme of the ancient litur- 
“gical hymn, the spread of the Gospel, used 
as the over-all theme of the campus re- 
ligious art program, was developed by the 
Gravel, abalone shell, black chip, 
Italian glass mosaic, and 


artist. 
stained glass, 


other materials are used to repeat the 
natural material color of the campus at 
large. 


Board members (I.—r.): Dr. Ottomar Krue- 
ger, Carl Heldt, Rev. Allen H. Fedder, Arthur 
Hein, Carl Geist. 


Head of Ambur Hospital Accepts Appointment 
As Executive Secretary of Medical Missions 


The top mission executive will have 
prime responsibility for “the whole 
work” of missions in all foreign coun- 
tries, according to resolutions adopted 
by the San Francisco convention, while 
the other executives of the Board will 
be termed “field secretaries” for specific 
geographic areas. 

In other action the Board of Direc- 
tors voted to continue Synod’s agree- 
ment with the National Lutheran 
Council for Lutheran Immigration 
Service, for which Synod’s 30% share 
of the annual budget will be about 
$25,000; set July 13 to 20 as the date 
for the next Fiscal and Circuit Coun- 
selors Conference at Concordia Col- 
lege, Milwaukee; and authorized a 
$400,000 renovation and building pro- 
gram at the St. Louis seminary. 


Americans Not Fooled by 
Khrushchev Personality, 
Eisenhower Tells Press 


He does not believe that Americans 
will be psychologically disarmed by 
Mr. Khrushchev, President Eisenhower 
said at his Sept. 17 White House news 
conference in reply to a question by 
Rev. Lambert Brose, White House cor- 
respondent for the Lutheran Layman. 

Rev. Brose had asked the President 


a News of the Church in the World 


whether he thought that Mr. Khrush- 
chey’s outstanding traits of personality 
— the apparent sincerity with which 
he speaks, his warmth, and, at times, 
his friendliness — might cause some to 
think that maybe he isn’t such a bad 
fellow after all and, without themselves 
being aware of it, might become weak 
in their general feeling of opposition 
to Communism — that they might be- 
come psychologically disarmed. 

The President replied that when we 
are talking about Communism versus 
freedom, we are concerned with the 
very depths of convictions in the hearts 
of free men, and he does not believe 
that master debaters or great appear- 
ances of sincerity or anything else will 
fool the American people long. He 
added that he thought the American 
public is strong enough to see and hear 
this man or any other man and capable 
of making its own decision. 

President Eisenhower’s answer to this 
question and to those of Charles H. 
Mohr of Time magazine and Robert 
Spivack of the New York Post were 
featured on NBC’s coast-to-coast TV 
show “Journey to Understanding” and 
on several NBC network radio shows. 

NBC announced that the President’s 
answers to these questions were con- 
sidered so important that the questions 
were being beamed directly to Russia 
over the Voice of America. 

The answer to Brose’s question was 
also featured by the Washington Post 
in a page-one story and an editorial. 


News of the Church in the World 


Lutheran World Relief 
Sets ’59 Clothing Appeal 


Congregations of ten Lutheran de- 
nominations co-operating with Lutheran 
World Relief are called upon to inten- 
sify their efforts during the LWR’s an- 
nual Thanksgiving clothing appeal Nov. 
22—29 to collect more clothes for 
“people who rightfully look to us for 
help.” 

“This World Refugee Year is the 
year in which the uprooted, homeless 
people of the world are being given 
special recognition by thinking and con- 
cerned people everywhere,” declared 
Rev. Ove R. Nielsen, LWF assistant 
executive secretary, in announcing the 
appeal. 

The drive will be conducted by the 
eight bodies affiliated with the National 
Lutheran Council and by The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod’s Board of 
World Relief and the Wisconsin Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod’s General Relief 
Committee. 

“We Christians are just too concerned 
about the welfare of our fellow men to 
stand aloof from their misery and pre- 
tend it does not exist,” Rev. Nielsen 
said. “The clothing appeals of LWR 
provide an avenue for service to hun- 
dreds of thousands of destitute people 
annually, many of whom try to live 
under circumstances that we consider 
appalling.” 

Stressing the urgent need for material 
aid in numerous areas throughout the 
world, Rev. Nielsen pointed out that 


ee 


PROBABLY THE ONLY Lutheran church in the world surrounded b ; 
BY Sis LOWES Sin. 
Luther Blvd., and Church St. is St. Paul’s Church, Albion, Mich., dedicated last 


LWR is again offering to pay the 
freight on clothing shipped in railroad 
boxcars or truckload lots to the agency’s 
seven U.S. regional warehouses. 

He noted that contributions from 
American Lutherans last year enabled 
LWR to send 4,687,000 pounds of 
clothing for distribution through church 
channels to the neediest in South Korea, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Jordan, Syria, 
Yugoslavia, Austria, Germany, Chile, 
and Madagascar. “But much more was 
needed,” he added. 

Nearly 2,800,000 pounds of used 
clothes were donated in the 1958 
Thanksgiving appeal. 

Since its organization early in 1946 
as the material-aid agency of the NLC- 
member bodies, LWR has shipped more 
than $100,000,000 in food, clothing, 
medicines, and other supplies to 31 
countries and areas of the world. 


Only One Third Baptized 
Anglicans Are Confirmed 


The Church of England has only 
9,691,000 confirmed members 13 years 
old and over out of a total of 26,771,000 
who have been baptized in the church. 
They belong to the provinces of Can- 
terbury and York, whose population, 
excluding persons born elsewhere, num- 
bers just over 40,000,000. 

These figures appear in Facts and 
Figures About the Church of England, 
a book prepared by the statistical unit 
of the Anglican Church’s Central Board 
of Finance, 


July. The congregation platted the streets and named them. 
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Among other significant figures a: 
the following: 

The number of Easter communica 
has increased from 1,878,000 in 19¢ 
to 2,348,000 in 1956. In relation — 
the adult population aged 15 and ov 
the rate per thousand persons has gro 
from 58 to 72 over these years. 

In 1911 the rate was estimated | 
have been at least 102 per thousani 
This means that while the number ¢ 
Easter communicants is rising, attena 
ances are still substantially lower thé 
before World War I. | 

Pupils in Anglican day schools nu 
ber 932,988, or 14.7 per cent of tl 
total school population, a decline fro 
the 17.2 percentage in ,1950. ‘Th 
3,200,000 Roman Catholics in Engla 
have 478,833 pupils in their school 

In 1844 as many as 907 of ever 
thousand marriages in England wer 
solemnized according to the rites ¢ 
the Anglican Church, but in 1957 tk 
figure was 496. In the same period th 
number of Roman Catholic marriage 
to every thousand has increased frop 
MWietomiiliss 

Average age of the Anglican clerg 
has risen from 44 in 1851, 49 in 190) 
and 55 in 1951 to an estimated 56 : 
present. At the same time the annus 
number of ordinations has increase 
from 441 in 1954 to 505 in 1958, tH 
highest since 1940. 


NLC Church Papers 
Near 600,000 Circulation 


Official periodicals of the eight Nz 
tional Lutheran Council churches no% 
have a combined circulation of nearl 
600,000 copies per issue. . 

The Lutheran (ULCA) has passe 
the 200,000 mark and is said to hav 
the largest circulation among denom 
national weekly magazines in Americ: 

The Lutheran Standard (ALC) he 
reached the 140,000 figure. At or nez 
100,000 are the Lutheran Companio 
(Augustana) and the Lutheran Herai 
(ELC). All three are weeklies. 

The biweekly Lutheran Messenge 
(LFC) reports 14,000 subscribers; tt 
weekly Ansgar Lutheran (UELC 
12,000; the semimonthly Lutheran Tic 
ings (AELC), 8,000; and the sem 
monthly Lutheran Counselor (Suomi 
3,000. | 

Largest circulation among Luthera 
periodicals, reports the NLC News Bi 
reau, is that of the biweekly LUTHERA 
WITNESS (Missouri Synod) — moi 
than 500,000 subscribers. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNE 


No Easing of Tension 
For China Christians 


Assistant Bishop-elect James C. L. 
Vong of the Anglican Diocese of Bor- 
eo, for the past 20 years rector of 

Hong Kong church, declares that 
fhe Chinese Communists are showing 
O sign of relaxing their “hostile atti- 
tude” toward Christians. 

“There has been no easing of tension 
or Christians in Red China,” he said. 
‘The Communists say they believe in 
teedom of worship, but an important 
hing to remember is that they also 
elieve in freedom of persecution.” 
The Chinese cleric added that he did 
jnot think the position of Christians in 
(China has become any worse in recent 
“years, “but it remains the same — and 

hat is bad.” 


Set Religious Bars for 
East German Teachers 


The Communist East German regime 
lis taking steps to insure that Soviet 
one teachers will no longer perform 
any functions in the religious life of 
\jtheir communities. 

. All teachers will be requested, under 
isciplinary threats, to resign by Oct. 1 
from any church positions they may 
hold, such as organists, choir leaders, 
or elders. 

“Tt is irreconcilable,” Red authorities 


MY HEART AND I 


My heart is the seat of my emo- 
tions: love, hatred, joy, fear. These 
determine my thoughts, words, and 
deeds. They shape my personality 
and reveal my attitude toward God 
and man. 

“Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni- 
cations, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies” (Matthew 15:19). “Out 
of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” ( Matthew 12:34) 

“Keep thy heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the issues of life” 
(Proverbs 4:23); and: “As he 
thinketh in his heart, so is he. 
(Proverbs 23:7) zs 
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News of the Church in the World ‘il 


stated, “for a teacher to play the organ 
on Sundays or perform other church 
services while teaching scientific social- 
ism in the school for the rest of the 
week.” 

The measure is the latest in a series 
of similar actions aimed at eliminating 
any kind of direct or indirect religious 
influence in education. 

Increasing pressure to sever connec- 
tions with religion also is being exerted 
on students at teachers’ training centers 
in East Germany. Not only are religion 
and the church derided and atheism 
promoted within the official framework 
of the curriculum, but discontinuation 
of church membership is being made 
a prerequisite for getting teaching jobs. 

Communist leaders long have stressed 
the need for “strict church-state separa- 
tion.” Thousands of teachers have fled 
the Soviet Zone of Germany in recent 
years to escape Communist pressures tu 
teach atheism and materialism and toa 
participate in atheistic youth dedica- 
tion rites, a counterpart to Christian 
confirmation and first Communion. 


“Witness” Editor, CPH Manager 
Head Periodical Groups 


Two Missouri Synod men _ were 
named top officers of the National Lu- 
theran Editors’ and Managers’ Associa- 
tion at its 46th annual meeting at Han- 
cock, Mich., Sept. 23 and 24. 

Re-elected as president of the editors’ 


ERY 
? “Personal 


“Thou shalt love the Lord, thy 
God, with all thy heart. ... Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
(Matthew 22:37, 39) 

If my heart were brimful of love 
for God and my fellow men, I’d 
never sin. If my heart is right with 
God, my tongue will not utter foul 
or spiteful words, my hands will not 
steal, my feet will not walk in wicked 
ways. 

But my heart is wicked: “The im- 
agination of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth.” (Genesis 8:21) 

God says: “My son, give Me thine 
heart.” (Proverbs 23:26) 

Realizing all this, do I cry out in 
true repentance as did the psalmist 
in the words embodied in the Offer- 
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section was Dr. Lorenz F. Blanken- 
buehler, editor of the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss. Dr. Otto A. Dorn, manager of 
Concordia Publishing House, succeeded 
E. M. Laitala, manager of the Finnish 
Lutheran Book Concern, as president 
of the managers’ section. 


George Bueltmann Elected 
Head of Student NEA 


New president of the Student Na- 
tional Education Association is George 
Bueltmann, 21-year-old senior in the 
College of Education at Southern TIlli- 
nois University and son of Rev. and 
Mrs. August J. Bueltmann, Mokena, Ill. 

Bueltmann was elected at the annual 
meeting of the association held this 
summer at Kansas 
University, | Law- 
rence. This profes- 
sional association 
is for college or 
university students 
interested in teach- 
ing careers. In the 


past school year 

there were 745 

student NEA chap- : 

ters, with 51,782 | = 
members. Geo. Bueltmann 


The new presi- 
dent has previously served as president 
of his university chapter and of the state 
organization and as national second 
vice-president. 


tory: “Create in me a clean heart, 
ON Godi aa (Psalms i 0) handedo 
I turn daily to my Savior for for- 
giveness? 

Knowing also that “an high look 
and a proud heart .. . is sin” (Prov- 
erbs 21:4) and that “he that is of a 
proud heart stirreth up strife” (Prov- 
erbs 28:25), am I ever striving for 
a broken and a contrite heart? 

When I read or hear God’s Word, 
does this incorruptible seed fall on 
good ground so that in an honest 
and good heart I “keep it and bring 
forth fruit with patience”? (Luke 
8:15) 

Am I really guarding my heart 
against love of money, love of the 
world, love of sin, love of self, and 
do I really mean it when I sing: 
“Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne”? 


RUDOLPH S. RESSMEYER 


Luther elevated the laity from its in- 
ferior position and made every Chris- 
tian a “priest.” As the blessed angel- 
messenger of the New Testament, the 
restorer of the Gospel of salvation by 
grace, by faith, and by the blood of 
Jesus, Luther was used by God to 
rediscover and return to the church the 
doctrine of the universal priesthood of 
all believers and of the fundamental 
rights of man. 

Luther dealt a death blow to the 
“double standard” ideology which was 
so prevalent in the Roman Church of 
his day. At a time when it was believed 
and taught that a “secular” calling was 
far inferior to a “spiritual” one, that 
the members of the laos (people) lived 
on a much lower spiritual level than 
priests and nuns, Luther dared to teach 
on the basis of Scripture that all be- 
lievers, by living righteous, sanctified 
lives in whatever earthly callings the 
Lord had placed them, are the chosen 
race, the royal priesthood, the holy na- 
tion, the people called to be His very 
own, to proclaim the praises of Him 
who called them out of darkness into 
His wonderful light. 

At the heart of the Reformation is 
this doctrine, that by faith in Jesus 
Christ every “kingly priest” has free 
and open access to the throne of God’s 
grace without benefit of human inter- 
mediary. What a high privilege! 

‘Every privilege, however, imposes a 
corresponding responsibility. This re- 
sponsibility, according to Luther, 
means: “I am not my own priest only, 
but my neighbor’s priest also.” Only 
as the church of Jesus Christ recap- 
tures this basic New Testament concept 
that every Christian has “priesthood” 
privileges and responsibilities, will the 
church be able to meet the challenge 
confronting it on every hand. The task 
is far too great for “professional” work- 
ers alone. There just are not enough 
full-time workers, especially in view of 
the tremendous population explosion 
throughout the world. 
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By Oswald A. Waech 


LUTHER'S Rediscovery 
of the Priesthood of All Believers 


Sacrificially Involved 


First and foremost among these 
“priestly” activities is witnessing for 
Christ by life, love, and lips. To be 
His is to be His witnesses! To be 
a “royal priest” is to be devotedly and 
sacrificially involved in His program 
of world evangelism. The greatest act 
of love, the greatest social service, the 
greatest distinction and highest priv- 
ilege, is to tell another person the story 
of Jesus so that through the means of 
grace the Holy Spirit can work that 
wondrous miracle which the Bible calls 
the “new birth.” 

We can find no better example of 
Christians witnessing for Christ than 
those in the early church. First, people 
took note of their conduct. “Behold, 
how they love one another!” was the 
surprised discovery of the worldling. 
Their witness and their walk agreed, 
serving as a mighty rebuke to sin and 
as a call to repentance. 

But these early disciples knew that 
living and doing for Christ was not 
a complete witness. To be more pre- 
cise, we should label this God-pleasing 
activity “pre-witness,” or “‘pre-evangel- 
ism.” They knew their priestly respon- 
sibility also meant talking for Christ. 
They took very seriously the Lord’s 
imperative, “Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me.” With a recklessness born of true 
love they “gossiped” the Gospel in their 
everyday conversations. Dispersed by 
persecution, the lay people “went every- 
where preaching the Word.” Threats 
of violence could not silence them. 


RRS SI SENSE TE TE OE IEEE EONS 


Every day of every year is a good season 
for evangelism. To give further emphasis to 
this Biblical concept of the priesthood of all 
believers, Synod resolved at San Francisco to 
“establish 1960 as an evangelism year, be- 
ginning with an intensified evangelism effort 
in the pre-Lenten season for all congregations.” 
Join your sister congregations in this God- 
pleasing effort. 


SS 
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“We cannot but speak the things whicl} 
we have seen and heard,” they saiq 
with Peter. And they turned the worla 
topsy-turvy. 

In the face of this pristine love 
many justly lament the lethargy which 
has crept into our highly institutional} 
ized churches. We have evangelism 
programs, but are we truly evangelistic? 
The one is evangelism on ice, the other 
is evangelism on fire. 


Saved FOR Something 


Is it possible that the flame of alle- 
giance to a cause should be burnings 
more brightly in the followers of Marx 
and Lenin than in the followers of theg 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave His life 
a ransom for all? 

Is it possible that there are many in 
the church who cherish the ease of 
a painless religion but recoil from thes 
self-sacrifice and the self-giving with- 
out which there can be no divine in- 
dwelling and no power to practice 
what we believe? : 

Is it not true that multitudes still 
cherish the “clergy concept” of evan- 
gelism, looking upon the church asg 
a place to be served instead of a placeg 
to serve, a place to be made happy in 
stead of a place to be useful? 

“A church which has ceased to beg 
the agency of this creative love which 
knows no barriers, and has settled down: 
to be a closed corporation of nice, re 
spectable, middle-class people, a bour 
geois ghetto, as someone has called it,, 


has ceased to be Christian,” Sayss 
Taito A. Kantonen. (A Theology of 
Evangelism) 


No doubt this lament could be ex 
panded, but of greater moment is thes 
question: What can we do to turn thee 
“cult of the comfortable” into “the so: 
ciety of the concerned”? What can wee 
do to recapture the Biblical concept o 
“every Christian a priest” who will wit-« 
ness naturally and spontaneously by) 
his words, his worship, and his godly’ 
living? . 

| 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS} 


A restudy and re-emphasis of the 
iesthood of all believers with its holy 
ivileges and sacred responsibilities 
ust be the starting point. In all of 
r preaching and teaching we shall 
ve to emphasize that we are not only 
ved from something but also saved 
r something. The church dare never 
merely an army of occupation but 
Ways must be an army of conquest, 
ith every face directed toward the 
emy. Like St.Paul, who was “all 
ings to all men,” so Luther taught 
at Christians are to be “little Christs 
their neighbors.” 


Angels Only Bystanders 


Under God, every Christian should 
on the witnessing team. Already in 
e fourth century the noted church 
ther Jerome declared: “Baptism is 
e ordination of the laity.” More re- 
ntly Dr. John R. Mott wrote: “The 
eat periods of the church have been 
ose when the lay people have taken 
neir place in the ministry of the 
urch.” Not all have been called to 
each publicly or to administer the 
craments, but all have been called 
witness for Christ. More than 235 
assages in the Bible lay this respon- 
bility squarely on the shoulders of 
e faithful. 

Evangelism visiting brings a fresh 
pportunity for laymen to find their 
lace “in the ministry.” The priesthood 
f all believers comes to life when the 
inistry of the congregation moves into 
ction. Angels in heaven can only be 
ystanders in this great battle for hu- 
an souls (Luke 15:10). They shout 
r joy when a soul is snatched from 


oly privilege of being 
ether” with God in His great plan of 
alvation. What a thrill to take a man 
y the hand and lead him to a saving 
nowledge of Christ! 

The rediscovery of the priesthood of 
Il believers is entirely Biblical, for wit- 
essing is the natural expression of 
yful Christians. This is indicated in 
phesians 4:11, 12, where Paul says 
hat Christ gives the church various 
ervants — apostles, prophets, evange- 
ists, pastors, and teachers — to equip 
he saints for doing the work of min- 
stry, for building up the body of 
hrist. According to this passage, pas- 
ors, teachers, and other full-time work- 
rs are to be the playing coaches and 
rainers of the winning team. No 
mount of proxies, however well qual- 
fied they may be, can shift this respon- 
sibility from the shoulders where Christ 
Himself put it when He said: “As the 
Father hath sent Me, even so send 
[ you.” 

The evangelism program of a con- 
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gregation is off center when all wit- 
nessing is left to the pastor. It is also 
off center when the pastor expects his 
people to witness and does not equip, 
train, and organize them for this basic 
work. He is to be a witness to witnesses 
and a trainer and organizer of wit- 
nesses. The success of his ministry, 
under God, is often determined by the 
amount of work he can get out of his 
lay people. 

The Reformation rediscovered not 
only the priesthood of all believers but 
also the Christian calling. This doctrine 
simply means that God has called us 
(ecclesia, the Greek word for church, 
means a “calling out” of the world) 
but has also put us into a calling (voca- 
tion), and in this calling we are to 
call others. Nothing can take the place 
of the natural, spontaneous witnessing 
of a Christian wherever the Lord has 
placed him, in office, factory, or home. 
A devout Christian with his willing tes- 
timony can turn a kitchen or a scaffold 
into a holy temple, a workshop of the 
Holy Spirit. With this thought in mind 
Luther wrote: “No occupation is higher 
or holier than another. All lawful oc- 
cupations are honorable, and anyone 
can serve God in them.” 


If every Christian is to be an evan- 
gelist, many congregations will have 
to reorganize their church programs 
around this essential task. The activ- 
ities of the members must be channeled 
to soul-seeking and soul-keeping activ- 
ities. Evangelism is either in the center 
of the church’s life and worship, or it 
is nothing at all. Whatever a congrega- 
tion does ought to have evangelistic 
significance. 


God’s Arithmetic 


Lay visiting produces many benefits 
for the visitors as well as for those 
visited. Since the “evangelist is always 
his own first convert,” it certainly 
strengthens the one who does the vis- 
iting. It gives him the opportunity to 
put deep-seated convictions into words. 
His own faith multiplies as he shares 
it with others. This is God’s arithmetic, 
and we need not be surprised that it 
really works. The young man who 


blurted out in a report meeting: “Say, 
the soul you save may be your own,” 
was far from wrong. 

There is danger that such visiting 
may be merely social and superficial. 
Always we must remember that the 
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bo . Bee and the CR choriahe 


John Calvin, whose 450th anniver- 
sary is being observed by many Prot- 
estants today, inaugurated a movement 
in the Christian Church as distinctive 
and abiding as Lutheranism, though 
in many ways not so bold or original. 
There were, of course, other men and 
contributing factors, not least of all 
Luther’s theology, but without the in- 
fluence and spirit of Calvin the Re- 
formed theology in most Protestant 
denominations would not have been 
formed. 

To understand Calvinism is to trace 
the biography and theology of Calvin 
the man, for like Luther he gave form 
to the movement which bears his name. 


Calvin the Man 


Born the son of a lawyer in 1509, 
Calvin was brought up in a strict and 
pious home. His father offered him 
the best education to be had in his 
home town of Noyon, Picardy, and at 
fourteen Calvin, always a precocious 
and avid student, matriculated at the 
University of Paris. Here he became 
acquainted with the views of Faber 
Stapulensis, the greatest Bible scholar 
in France. Faber taught justification 
by faith and other doctrines contrary 
to the opinion of the Roman Church. 

Calvin probably also read the early 
treatises of Luther which were being 
circulated in France. Serious and stu- 
dious, Calvin never condoned frivolity 
or vice; but he was not austere or un- 
friendly. Though his education at the 
College de Montaigue was anti-Lu- 
theran, it was a thorough and practical 
one and stood him in good stead 
throughout life. 

As in the case of Luther, Calvin’s 


father wanted him to become a lawyer, 
and so Calvin became a Doctor of Law 
in 1532. But his real interest, the hu- 
manities, had a more profound effect 


‘on his theology than did his legal 


training. 

Throughout his period of education 
Calvin was made increasingly aware of 
the Lutheran Reformation. Protestants 
were being persecuted, books by Lu- 
ther which Calvin had read were being 
burned, and many of his closest friends 
were Protestants. By 1533 Calvin felt 
inclined to embrace the Reformation, 
but his outward movement was slow, 
not because he was a procrastinator but 
because he was of a deliberate and 
cautious nature. Like Luther he was 
conservative. 

For some time he was frightened and 
offended by the apparent novelty of 
the Reformation, and he resisted it 
because he could not make himself 
believe that the church and he himself 
had so long been in error. But once he 
had discovered the Gospel, embraced 
the Reformation, and decided on 
a course of action, all his movements 
were made wholeheartedly. Never was 
there a looking back to the fleshpots 
of Rome. 

After a visit to the aged Faber in 
1534 Calvin broke with the Roman 
Church. Practically all the doctrine of 
Luther was accepted by this young 
man. And his denunciations of the false 
doctrine and abuses of the Roman 
Church, which began immediately upon 
his break, are as harsh and vitriolic as 
what Luther said and wrote. It is 
surprising how many of the battles 
Luther fought with Romanists were 
later waged again by Calvin with his 
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Reformation monument 

in Geneva, Switzerland 
L.—r.: Guillaume Farel, 

John Calvin, Theodore Beza, 
John Knox 


Calvinism spread from Geneva fo all 
parts of Europe and gave rise to the 
French Huguenots, the Dutch Reformed, 
the Scotch Presbyterians, and the 
English Puritans. 


By Robert Preus 


own gamut of adversaries. And so th 
young theologian embarked on a cours 
from which he never departed. 

Calvin was an inward man, brilliant, 
hard working, and dominating. Who- 
ever became a friend of Calvin woul 
have to submit to him. He possesse 
all the stubbornness and dogmatism o 
Luther, but not his charm. It was Cal. 
vin’s strength of character which dre 
men to him. Like Luther he was 
a natural-born leader. He had a good. 
sense of humor and was a clever con 
versationalist, and like Luther he en 
joyed making fun of ignorant Roman 
ists. He was more practical than Lu- 
ther, and this may in part account for 
the great success of Calvinism. Cal- 
vin’s only fault was a bad temper, with: 
which he struggled all his life. This,, 
then, was the man who became the: 
father of Reformed theology. And! 
Calvinism is much like the man, just! 
as Lutheranism resembles Luther in) 
many points. 


Calvin’s Movement 


To trace and characterize the origin 
and early development of Calvinism is 
to continue the biography of Calvin 
from the time of his conversion, for 
the movement is bound up in and de- 
pendent on his spirit and activity. 
Throughout his life Calvin did not 
change his religious convictions, and 
his last thirty years were spent defining 
his theological position and putting it 
into practice. 

After his conversion Calvin wan- 
dered about for a time, seeking out 
Protestants in France. He then left 
France because the climate there was 
conducive to persecution and because 
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€ wanted to get away alone to study 
nd formulate his theology. Through 
€ influence of the reformer Farel he 
as induced to come to Geneva. 

If you had been in Geneva when 
alvin arrived in 1536, you would 
robably have thought that any move- 
ent initiated by this man, who had 
eally accomplished nothing but the 
riting of a small book on Christian 
Octrine, would have no chance for 
urvival, much less growth, in many 
f the most enlightened lands of Eu- 
Ope; you would have discounted it 
S we today discount some fly-by-night 
fect. Yet the work of other reformers 
jn and around Switzerland — Zwingli, 
Decolampadius, Farel, Froment — 
ould, humanly speaking, very likely 
ave come to naught had it not been 
or the impetus of this one man and 
uis theology. 

In everything Calvin taught and 
rged over the years in Geneva he was 
pecific and articulate. This simplicity 
nd definiteness no doubt did much to 
opularize Calvinism among the people 
f Geneva. Where there was a ques- 
ion on any issue of life, Calvinism 
ould offer an answer. To illustrate: 
ommunion was to be celebrated once 

month; the deportment of church 
embers was to be observed by repu- 
able men, offenses noted, and Commun- 
m withheld till confession was made; 
xcommunication was to be enforced; 
rivolous amusements, ornate dress, 
nd stage plays were discouraged or 
orbidden (in 1546 an entire company 
f people was imprisoned for taking 
art in a wedding dance). Thus doc- 
rinal and moral discipline was strictly 
aintained, though sometimes not with- 
ut militant and bitter opposition. 

Here we observe something funda- 
ental in Calvinism — the earnest at- 
empt to legislate and supervise people’s 
‘orals and outward behavior, and we 
ee remnants of this in many of the 
customs and blue laws which still sur- 
vive in our country. But personal con- 
duct simply cannot be regulated by 
laws, and the rebellious attitude. of the 
people against the stringent regulations 
and the constant succession of trials 
and penalties upon offenders in Geneva 
only bears out this fact. The fruits of 
the spirit are produced only by the 
Gospel, as Luther had taught. 

Herein we find one of the basic 
differences between Calvinism and Lu- 
theranism. In a Calvinistic society the 
church gains complete control over the 
external actions of Christians, some- 
thing which is neither envisioned nor 
desired by Lutherans. To illustrate how 
far this went, we might mention the 
reforming visitation initiated by Calvin 
himself in Geneva in 1557. This was 
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no mere attempt to stamp out drunken- 
ness, adultery, and other vices, a job 
which we would relegate to civil gov- 
ernment, but the reforming visitation 
entered upon the most casual and or- 
dinary affairs of life. Streets were to 
be cleaned, toilets installed in houses, 
fires prohibited in rooms without chim- 
neys, rooms rented only with police 
permission, nurses of babies not per- 
mitted to sleep with them, etc. All of 
this was supervised, not only by the 
civil government but by Calvin himself. 
So great was the control of the church 
and his personal control! And amaz- 
ingly enough, the people accepted this 
discipline and encroachment on their 
freedom even in the mundane and in- 
different aspects of their lives. 

We can see how this preoccupation 
with such matters might be considered 
the strength of Calvinism: things hap- 
pened, changes took place. Looking 
more closely, however, we see that it 
is a weakness; it springs from a mis- 
understanding of the distinction be- 
tween Law and Gospel; it is foreign to 
the Gospel spirit; and it leads to 
legalism. 


Calvin’s Theology 


Neither Calvin the man nor the out- 
ward aspects of his movement can ac- 
count for the extension and dynamic 
of Calvinism; there is a third important 
factor — his theology. The year 1959 
marks the 400th anniversary of the 
final edition of Calvin’s Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, probably the most 
significant and influential book ever 
written by a Protestant theologian. 
This literary masterpiece sets forth 
Protestant theology in a most clear and 
convincing manner. The book is as 
timely today as it was 400 years ago. 
For Calvin is earnestly trying to draw 
all his theology from Scripture. He was 
a parish pastor throughout his life; 
therefore his /nstitutes are nowhere 
abstract or wooden but always highly 
practical, as theology must be. 

Taking up this book, a Lutheran is 
often pleased by what he reads. Calvin 
was influenced by Luther more than 
by any other man. It is heart-warming 
to read pages in Calvin which breathe 
the spirit of Luther and could have 
been written by him. In many of his 
discussions Calvin offers a_ position 
which seems to be quite in agreement 
with our Lutheran position: his doc- 
trine of man, of sin, of justification, of 
redemption, of faith, of the Holy 
Spirit, of Scripture. On some points he 
makes contributions which go beyond 
Luther, sometimes with fortunate re- 
sults and sometimes not; but often he 
is followed by Lutherans and Calvin- 
ists alike. 
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There is, however, a certain specu- 
lative bent in Calvin which at times 
caused him to go beyond Scripture or 
to deny Scripture in the interest of solv- 
ing theological tensions or paradoxes 
which Scripture does not explain. This 
bent is evident in his doctrine of pre- 
destination. According to Scripture, 
God earnestly wills to save all men and 
to bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth (1 Timothy 2:4). Again, Scrip- 
ture clearly teaches that God wills to 
save only those who believe and wills 
to damn those who do not finally be- 
lieve in Christ (Mark 16:16). Now, 
because they are both Scripture, these 
two doctrines must simply be taught, 
even though they cannot be harmon- 
ized. Calvin tries to reconcile these 
apparently disparate wills of God by 
interpreting the former always in the 
light of the latter. Thus he argues that 
God does not earnestly will that all be 
saved — otherwise He would have 
saved all. The very fact that some are 
lost proves to Calvin that God does not 
wish to save all. So Calvin solves the 
problem of the apparent discrepancy in 
God’s will, but at the great cost of 
denying what Scripture clearly teaches: 
God’s universal will of grace. In the 
interest. of consistency and reason he 
has denied one of the most comforting 
teachings in Scripture. 

Another well-known example of Cal- 
vin’s concession to reason is his teach- 
ing on the Sacrament of the Altar. 
Here, too, he has no intention of re- 
jecting the teaching of Scripture, or 
of Luther, for that matter. And he 
often speaks of Christ being present in 
the sacrament. But when we examine 
his teaching closely, we find that he 
denies that Christ gives us His body 
and blood in and with the bread and 
wine and that His body and blood are 
eaten and drunk by those who partake 
of the sacrament, as Christ’s words of 
institution clearly show. It is impossible, 
he says, that Christ could be “brought 
under the corruptible elements of this 
world,” that is, that Christ could be 
present in common bread and wine. 
A doctrine of Scripture is rejected be- 
cause it is “impossible.” 

There is every indication to believe 
that Calvin wanted to be faithful to 
the Word of God in all his teaching, 
and in most cases he succeeded emi- 
nently. For this we Lutherans can be 
truly grateful. But at the same time 
we cannot overlook the concessions he 
made to reason, for they touch upon 
and condition the very Gospel itself. 

After assessing Calvin’s contributions 
to the church as fairly as we can, we 
become only the more confirmed in 
our Lutheran heritage. 
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Echoes of San Francisco 


Three months have elapsed since our 
very important San Francisco conven- 
tion. For several weeks I have had in 
mind to give some information to the 
readers of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, es- 
pecially those who could not be at the 
convention, about a few of the great 
issues which the delegates serving as 
your representatives considered ear- 
nestly and the important resolutions 
which they adopted. 

I hope to touch on these matters in 
future issues. For this time I want you 
to enjoy the reactions of a man who is 
not a member of our Synod. Dr. Her- 
man Sasse, a professor at the seminary 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Australia, was a visitor to 
our convention. He frequently writes 
letters to Lutheran pastors, which are 
published in Lutherische Blaetter in 
Germany. In his letter Number 49 he 
commented on the pope’s prospective 
ecumenical council. His letter bears the 
subtitle “The Council as a Question 
Addressed to the Lutheran Church.” 

In brief summary Dr. Sasse points 
out that the Anglican Church as well as 
the various Reformed churches are not 
in a position to answer Rome’s ques- 
tions because they themselves no longer 
have a firm doctrinal foundation. How- 
ever, he referred chiefly to Lutherans 
throughout the world who, because they 
have grown indifferent to sound Lu- 
theran doctrine, could not give definite 
and satisfactory answers. 

I am herewith offering you a trans- 
lation of a part of Dr. Sasse’s Section 
VIII. I am sure that you will want to 
read it. You will note that near the 
close he gives his evaluation of the con- 
ference of theologians at Oakland, June 
10—12, and also of our San Francisco 
convention: 


Dr. Sasse’s Statement 


“If individual congregations were 
asked: What do you teach concerning 
the Sacrament of the Altar, Holy Bap- 
tism, the office [of the ministry], the 
church, justification, which of our Lu- 
theran churches could give an adequate 
answer to these questions? Where is the 
Church of the Augsburg Confession to 
be found? Where is she in Germany? 
Where in America? Where in the Scan- 
dinavian countries? What does it signify 
that in the Arnoldshain Theses — they 
have made no one happy, not even their 
own authors — Lutheranism both in 
Germany and in Holland, and now also 
in France, abandoned or is about to 
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abandon its doctrine of the Sacrament? 
And surely nobody is going to think 
that a Biblical doctrine has been put in 
its place. 

“Our churches are precisely in the 
same position in which Anglicanism 
finds itself. The Anglican Church is 
likewise unable to say, even as is the 
world of Reformed churches, just what 
she believes. This therefore is the great 
service the pope is rendering us all with 
his announcement of a new council. He 
compels us to become aware of our 
situation, to recognize our poverty, to 
understand the tragedy of the irrefor- 
mabilis [beyond the possibility of re- 
form] written over many churches — 
churches that are in the habit of boast- 
ing aloud of the Reformation. 

“Will this realization lead to what 
constitutes the real essence of a genuine 
reformation — to repentance, to a peni- 
tent return to God and His Word? 
When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ 
says, ‘Repent ye,’ He demands that not 
only the life of Christians but also the 
life of churches should be repentance. 
This is written in the New Testament: 
‘Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent.’ ‘He that hath 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the churches.’ 


Is Interest in God’s Word Dawning? 


“Is there perceptible even now some 
of this spirit of repentance? To me it 
seems detectable in certain movements 
in present-day Christendom. There is 
the movement in progress at the univer- 
sities of the British Commonwealth. 
The academic youth is again calling for 
the Bible as the Word of God as in the 
days of the first Student Christian 


President Behnken opens evening ses- 
sion of the San Francisco convention 


(490) 


By JoHN W. BEHNKEN 


Movement. Again, there is the re 
awakening of the much-maligne? 
Fundamentalism in America, that Bibli 
cistic movement which took its rise a 
the beginning of the century with 
series of antimodernist volumes calleef 
The Fundamentals and which includeef 
among its fathers such respectable Press 
byterian theologians as J. G. Macher 
and B. B. Warfield, highly esteemee 
also by Werner Elert. Is it accidenta 
that the scholarly works of these met 
appear again? 

“There is, furthermore, the growing 
strength of the evangelical wing of tha 
Church of England, which is no longe 
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fathers of the 16th century. 
the direct and the indirect effects of the 
evangelistic crusades of Billy Graha 
in which is becoming manifest a ne 
hunger for the Word of God. There§ 
is the impact of the Gereformeerdd 
Kerk, the Reformed Free Church it 
Holland, together with that of her siste> 
churches in America and Australia 
There is the ‘no’ that all Scotch presby 
teries are saying to the ecumenic com 
promises of their theologians. There is 
the ‘no’ by which Lutherans in the state 
and free churches of Germany are 
vetoing the unionism of the Arnolds; 
hain Theses. There are the incipien 
genuine Lutheran movements of Nor* 
way and Sweden, renewed inquirings 
about the Word, which through the 
modern theology had been lost, and @ 
rediscovery of the Lutheran Confess 
sions. Characteristic of most of these 
movements is that they are being uphela 
by the young, even as it is a mark of 
our times that not the old generatio 
but the young refuses to accept the 
Geneva ecumenism in spite of all thed 
wooing of the youth going on in thed 
Geneva organizations. 


The Oakland Meeting 


“A further sign of a change for thed 
better is evident in a meeting of the 
theologians of the churches of the Syn- 
odical Conference in America and off 
their sister churches in Europe, in Aus- 
tralia, and on the mission fields of Asia. 
It is a sign that a change of mind is} 
setting in when theologians of thesed 
churches convened in Oakland, Calif... 
last June for the purpose of conferring4 
on the burning questions relative to the 
authority of Holy Writ and the signifi- 
cance of the Confessions for our times, 
Whatever differences of opinion may 

(Continued on page 18) 
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In view of the tremendous prog- 
ress of our age in all areas of human 
endeavor and the problems it has 
created, the question has been asked: 
“Do we need another Reformation?” 
After all, nearly four and a half cen- 
turies have passed since Luther nailed 
his 95 Theses to the door of ‘the 
Castle Church at Wittenberg. 


_ But in spite of the great advances 
since the Reformation, particularly in 
the discoveries of science, man’s basic 
needs are still the same. To the 
generation of today God says, as He did to that of 
uther’s day, what He said to Israel of old: “Prepare 
to meet thy God.” (Amos 4:12) 


The church’s obligation is to provide the means 
whereby mortal, sinful man can meet his God and live. 
The Reformation re-established three great principles that 
must guide the church if this task is to be carried out: 
sola Scriptura, sola gratia, sola fide. If these cardinal 
principles are understood and applied in their full intent 
and meaning, the answer to the question: “Do we need 
another Reformation?” must be a resounding no. 


L. W. Spitz 


So far as Rome is concerned, these principles are as 
relevant today as they were at the time of the Reforma- 
tion. For Rome it is not sola Scriptura, but Scripture, 
tradition, and the infallible teaching office of the pope; 
not the Pauline sola gratia, but infused grace; not sola 
fide, but faith and works. But present-day Protestants 
have every reason to examine themselves whether they 
are still faithful to these principles. For many it should 
not be a matter of another Reformation but a penitent 
returning to the old. 


Sola Scriptura! Let us hear the heroic words of Lu- 
ther which he spoke before the emperor and the Diet at 
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Worms, when in view of the fate of John Huss at Con- 
stance he expected nothing less than death for himself. 
He declared: “Unless I am overcome with testimonies 
from Scripture or with evident reasons — for I believe 
neither the pope nor the councils, since they have often 
erred and contradicted each other — I am overcome by 
the Scripture texts which I have adduced, and my con- 
science is bound by God’s Word, I cannot and will not 
recant anything; for to act contrary to one’s conscience 
is neither safe nor sincere. God help me! Amen.” It 
matters little whether he added the words “Here I stand; 
I cannot do otherwise,” for it sufficed that he stood. 


Sola gratia! Saved by grace alone — what agonies 
of heart and mind Luther suffered until the Holy Spirit 
through the Gospel taught him that! Only when he found 
and studied the Holy Scriptures and there learned to 
appreciate the comforting meaning of the words “The just 
shall live by faith” did peace enter his heart. Therefore 
he insisted: ‘““Whatever may happen, though heaven and 
earth should fall, nothing in this article can be yielded 
or rescinded.” 


Sola fide! Again Luther emphasized the word 
“alone.” His opponents accused him of falsifying Scrip- 
ture, because he insisted on the alone, but Luther replied 
that it was always there, but on account of the blindness 
of the opponents it had to be written large. 


Here, then, we have the three great principles of the 
Reformation, as vital today in our age as they were 400 
years ago. They gave life to a dying church then, and 
they will keep the church alive today, for they mean 
nothing less than that Jesus comes to the sinner in Scrip- 
ture and is received by him in faith for the forgiveness 
of sins. But where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 
also life and salvation. So it was in Luther’s day, so it 
is today. —L. W. Spitz in Concordia Theological 
Monthly. 


isters join in religious services in 
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God wants those who have and 
know the truth to tell it to others 


UNIONISM 


Unionism in the religious sense 
has nothing to do with governmental 
union or labor unions. Derived from 
the Latin unus (“one”), it means 
such joint church work and worship 
by which either the truth is denied 
or the appearance of denial or in- 
indifferentism is given. 

In itself it is mot wrong for 
churches or church organizations to 
unite, to combine their efforts and 
do things they could not well do 
separately, such as foreign missions 
and training Kingdom workers. 

But such church unions are good 
only when there is agreement in 


doctrine. St. Paul says: “Now I be- 
seech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judg- 
ment.” (1 Corinthians 1:10) 

Such a union is our Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, a union 
of many congregations that have and 
profess the same teachings of the 
Bible. Of such a union it can be 
said: “In union there is strength.” 

But when churches and church 
bodies unite without agreement in 
doctrine; or when churches and min- 


and persuade those who are wrong 
to embrace the truth. But if we unite 
with them without coming to agree- 
ment in doctrine, then we are agree- 
ing not to let our differences keep us 
apart, as though difference in doc- 
trine were of little or no importance; 
and for the sake of peace we will be 
silent where we ought to speak. Such 
peace and union is not good or God- 
pleasing. 

There is blessing in a true union 
of believing Christians, but only 
danger in unionism, for it produces 
denial instead of confession, dis- 
simulation instead of truth. 

FREDERIC NIEDNER 
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“Let us build a house 
unto the Lord.” 

This has been a 
challenge to layman, 
clergyman, and 
architect alike 

during the centuries. 


Chapel of the Transfiguration 
Eugene, Oreg. 


Stafford and Morin, Architects 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Wichita, Kans. 


Uel C. Ramey, Architect 


| U VC h € S To d q| y By Walter R. Hagedohm 


Faith Morningside Lutheran Church 
Inglewood, Calif. 


Walter R. Hagedohm, Architect 
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EACH AGE SUPPLIES its Own approach and design, 
influenced by the religious fervor and understanding as 
well as by the materials and building techniques available 
and in common use at the time. The resultant structures 
have in most instances survived the ravages of men and 
time and have served as patterns for churches of another 
age. But many of these “copies,” made of the wrong 
materials by poor craftsmen and set against different 
theological backgrounds, are only a blot on our land- 
scape today. 


We now have available for church design a palette 
of materials little known even fifteen years ago. Building 
techniques and construction methods, aided by new 
equipment; engineering items such as heating, air con- 
ditioning, and ventilation; acoustical installations, sound 
systems, and closed-circuit TV; thin-shell precast and 
prestressed concrete — all present a new economic ap- 
proach to church design. 


The shapes and forms may be different, but the real 
purpose and effect of the church— worship and a 
churchly atmosphere — are not lost. 


ECONOMIC FACTORS have actually forced the develop- 
ment of new forms. Thus a precast-concrete structure, 
specifically designed for this technique, can be so eco- 
nomically erected that the pews and stained-glass win- 
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Our Churches Today 


dows can be included under the same budget figure that 
would be required for a similar building using cast-in- 
place concrete and the older techniques. In addition, 
acoustical treatment, speaker system, and closed-circuit 
TV can be provided. 


A low-budget chapel or small church can be designed 
of solid construction and churchly appearance for the 
same cost as the poorly conceived and cheaply con- 
structed “all-purpose, no-worship boxes” produced in 
the name of economy. Besides being merely cheap, these 
lack the basic feeling which should be inherent in every 
house of God — worship. 


FIRST OF ALL, it should be remembered that a church 
is the house of the Lord. Its basic reason for being is 
to provide a place to worship Him. That this worship 
be in proper and beautiful surroundings is the main 
consideration. 


The fine arts are used in our Lutheran churches and 
services: in Our music and hymns; in the fair linen and 
paraments; in the stained-glass windows. Therefore 
architecture, called “the mother of the arts” and “frozen 
music,’ should be carefully nurtured in our church 
design. The practice of architecture is an art as well as 
a practical business operation. But the application of 
this art to church construction requires that the architect 
understands not only design and construction but also 
the liturgy and religious teaching of the church. Only 
as he makes this approach to the problem of church 
design will the result have the atmosphere of worship. 


Churches recently constructed by congregations of 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod in various sec- 
tions of the country have generally been outstanding as 
fine examples of contemporary architecture. Someone 
has said that our church is the most conservative in 
doctrine and the most advanced in contemporary design. 
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Faith Lutheran Church 
Abilene, Kans. 


Uel C. Ramey, Architect 


Immanuel Lutheran Church) 
Lawrence, Kans. . 


Uel C. Ramey, Architect’ 


This is not surprising, for good contemporary architec- 
ture should express truth — truth in use of materials 
and in use of the building, in this way expressing a 
faith that is of today as well as yesterday. . 


Beauty can be achieved by such simple things as 
scale, color, texture, light, openness, and structure. The 
Lutheran faith and teaching must find architectural ex- 
pression in the design of the church, and this can best 
be done with the honest use of today’s construction. 
methods and available materials. Many old materials 
today are used in new techniques and, combined with 
new materials, provide exciting solutions to our design’ 
problems. 


Stained glass set in concrete instead of lead is a case. 
in point. Here the glass itself makes up designs, the 
actual color being used instead of painting over glass 
flats and firing them. The richness of this technique and | 
its application to contemporary design provides an ex-. 
cellent example of modern craftsmanship. | 


Acoustical installations are now designed for the | 
proper projection of singing, speaking, and instrumental L 
music. Today an acoustical engineer will determine | 
how much reflecting area is required, as well as the: 


‘ | 
amount of absorption necessary to produce natural! 
sound conditions. | 


The closed-TV installation is an asset in planning | 
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mothers’ rooms, nurseries, and overflow areas. With the 
TV and sound equipment ‘available, it is not necessary 
to place these rooms close to the nave. They can 
economically be located in areas more convenient to 
lavatory, parking, and other facilities. Proper planning 
for this equipment can effect economies that will take 


care of the cost of the installation without increasing 
the building budget. 


MASTER PLANNING for the total development of the 
church program is essential for regular and orderly 
advance of a building program. The church program, 
its activities in worship, Christian education, and youth 
work, is, of course, the responsibility of the congregation. 
The design program for the housing of this activities 
program is in the province of the architect and is his 
responsibility. And the co-operation of all groups and 
their participation and interest in the total program of the 
church is essential and most beneficial to the congre- 
gation. 


Yes, let us build a house unto the Lord, not with 
the least and smallest of our goods but with the thought- 
ful planning and good stewardship of the gifts and talents 
afforded us. 
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Proverbs 


Choose the Right Companions! 


Proverbs 23:20, 21: “Be not among 
winebibbers, among riotous eaters of 
flesh; for the drunkard and the glutton 
shall come to poverty; and drowsiness 
shall clothe a man with rags.” 


Among the cardinal sins which, de- 
clares St. Paul, shall bar a man from 
the kingdom of God are “rioting and 
drunkenness.” The same warning was 
sounded many centuries earlier by the 
writer of this text, in his biting con- 
demnation of “winebibbers” and “rio- 
tous eaters of flesh.” 


The problem of drunkenness and 
gluttony is as old as the history of 
sin. Presumably it will continue to 
blight our race to the end of time. 
The sorry fact, however, is that this 
evil is lightly regarded in the common 
thinking of our day. It is condoned 
as a natural human weakness. It is 
made the subject of humor and parody. 
It is regarded as the epitome of “hav- 
ing a good time.” 

Worst of all, even many Christian 
people who pride themselves on having 
a firm grasp on God’s Word regard 
drunkenness with tolerance or amuse- 
ment. Sometimes they step too close 
to the borderline themselves. 


We have ample testimony, within 
the range of our own experience and 
observation, of the accuracy of the 
proverb: “The drunkard and the glut- 
ton shall come to poverty; and drowsi- 
ness shall clothe a man with rags.” 
We need only to count the toll of 
broken homes, of ruined careers, of 
blighted lives. 

There is a sure way to avoid all this, 
however. The man who follows the 
guidance of God’s Word and walks 
in the light of His Spirit is not likely 
to become a candidate for Alcoholics 
Anonymous. And the person who fol- 
lows the inspired advice of our text will 
most certainly find a better haven than 
a foul-smelling tavern or a murky cock- 
_ tail lounge. 


If we choose the right companions, 
_ they will not lead us down the primrose 
_ path of the winebibber and the glutton. 
_And the right companions are those 
_ who live in the company of God and 
_ find in His presence their true and last- 
_ ing joy. With Him they will find not 
“poverty” but the riches of His grace; 
not “rags” but the robe of the ran- 
somed saint. THOMAS COATES 
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The Lord’s Prayer and the Consecration of the Elements 


Jesus’ own words are used because 
they clearly teach us the following 
about Holy Communion: (1) the sac- 


With but very few exceptions, the 
Lord’s Prayer has from earliest times 
been a part of the various Christian 
Orders of Holy Communion. 

This “prayer of sonship and brother- 
hood,” says Luther Reed in The Lu- 
theran Liturgy, “in this particular place 
may be thought of as a prayer of hum- 
ble access” as God’s children approach 
His altar to receive the body and blood 
of His Son; through Him alone can 
they address God as “Our Father.” 

In some parts of the Lutheran 
Church the Lord’s Prayer precedes the 
Consecration; in others it follows. In 
our Synod we follow the first sequence 
so that the closeness of the Words of 
Institution to our appearance at the 
altar may help to keep the words fresh 
in our minds as we commune. 

Others believe that the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Agnus Dei should come just 
before the Distribution, to emphasize 
that we approach the altar as humble, 
prayerful members of God’s chosen 
people and royal priesthood. 


The Consecration 


To consecrate the bread and wine 
means to set them apart for holy use. 
In the early church these were donated 
by members. Since some of the bread 
may not have been baked well and 
some of the wine may have been too 
potent, the elders and deacons tasted 
and tested them, setting aside the best 
for sacramental use and giving away 
or selling the rest. 

The Words of Consecration are no 
magical formula, operating automati- 
cally and regardless of how or when 
they are used. With these words we 
simply separate the bread and wine’ to 
be used in the Sacrament from all other 
bread and wine. And if the consecrated 
bread or wine is insufficient for the 
number of communicants and more 
must be brought to the altar, the pastor 
consecrates the element before distrib- 
uting it. 


The Words of Consecration 


The Words of Institution serve as the 
Words of Consecration. They are re- 
corded in Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14: 
22-24; Luke 22:19, 20; and 1 Corinthi- 
ans 11:23-25. 
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ramental use: “Take, eat. . . . Drink 
ye all of it”; (2) the sacramental pres- 
ence: “This is My body.... This cup — 
is the new testament in My blood”; 
(3) the sacramental benefit: “which is 
given for you. . . shed for you for the 
remission of sins”; (4) the sacramental 
institution: “This do in remembrance 
of Me.... This do, as oft as ye drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 


Importance of These Words 


Lutherans, as well as others, would 
not think of celebrating Holy Com- 
munion without these Words of Institu- 
tion, which are often referred to sim- 
ply as the Verba (Latin . for’ “the 
Words’). Our Lutheran Confessions | 
stress that these words be used. (For- 
mula of Concord, Article VII) 

The Roman Catholic Church regards 
“This is My body. ... This cup is the 
new testament in My blood” as the 
real consecratory words and teaches 
that at the moment these words are 
spoken the bread changes completely 
into the body and the wine completely 
into the blood of Christ. This is Rome’s 
doctrine of transubstantiation. 

We cannot say that at a precise mo- | 
ment the bread becomes also the body 
of Christ and the wine also the blood 
of Christ, for God has revealed no 
such thing. We can say only that, 
as the communicants eat the bread and 
drink the wine, they at the same time 
eat and drink the true body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the Roman Mass the Verba are 
whispered to symbolize the mystery 
that takes place. Luther wanted these 
important words to be clearly and dis- 
tinctly heard and hence provided that 
they be sung by the pastor. He him- 
self gave us the wonderful chant setting 
used in many of our churches. The 
chanting well expresses the joyful and 
eucharistic character of the Lutheran 
Liturgy and helps drive home the great 
climax we reach in our worship when 
we administer and receive the Lord’s 
Supper. 


WALTER E. Buszin 
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What’ the 
ANSWER? 


® Church furnishings — whose property? 


? Question: Is the phrase “such 
as should be saved” in Acts 

2:47 a reference to predestination or 

merely a matter of translation? 


Answer: A literal translation of the 
entire sentence reads: “But the Lord 
added those who were being saved daily 
together (=to their number). Some 
ancient manuscripts also insert the 
phrase “to the church.” But there is 
nothing in the sentence to suggest or 
require the word should in the transla- 
tion. The translations of Luther and 
others bear this out. 

The historian Luke here merely re- 
cords that the Lord of the church daily 
brought into the church at Jerusalem 
people who had repented and believed 
in Him. The holy writer’s evident pur- 
pose was to call attention to the rapid 
growth of the first church and to the 
fact that the new converts at once as- 
sociated themselves with the church. 
This adding to the church was the 
Lord’s doing. Fellowship and co-opera- 
tion in the Lord’s work with other be- 
lievers in a local Christian congregation 
(v. 42) is a natural and God-willed step 
for the new child of God. 

Although this text makes no ref- 
erence to predestination or to the elec- 
tion of grace, it must be remembered 
that faith and conversion are the result 
of the election of grace (Rom. 8:28-30). 
This is clearly borne out by St. Luke’s 
reference to a similar event which oc- 


curred in Antioch of Pisidia. 
Question: When furnishings 

= are purchased by a church 
organization for the use of the mem- 
bers, to whom do these belong? 


Answer: If there is a question on 
such a matter, it should be settled be- 
tween the church and the organization 
even before the purchases are made. 

On the one hand, it would appear to 
us that any furnishings purchased by an 
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@ “Should be saved” — predestination? 


@ Holy day — Saturday or Sunday? 


organization for the sanctuary proper 
should be considered the property of 
the church and should be given with 
that understanding. It would seem ab- 
surd for the men’s club to say: “That is 
our altar,” or the women’s guild: “That 
organ belongs to us,’ or the young 
people: “We own all the hymnals,” or 
some widow: “That memorial window 
to my husband is mine.” 

On the other hand, we can conceive 
of church groups purchasing helpful 
office or kitchen equipment and desir- 
ing to exercise control over it, lest it be 
abused or lost through lack of super- 
vision. If a group is so minded about 
such equipment, let that be understood 
at the outset, and let not the impression 
be given that it was a gift to the church. 

The same holds true when a church 
or one of its organizations provides the 
pastor or the teacher with an auto- 
mobile or other equipment for his work. 
It is important to stipulate at the time 
of giving whose property such equip- 
ment shall be. Painful misunderstand- 
ings will be avoided in that way. 

°? Question: Where does the 

“ Bible specifically say that 
Sunday should be observed as the 
holy day instead of Saturday? 


Answer: The Bible specifies neither 
Sunday nor Saturday nor any other day 
of the week as the Sabbath day. There 
is no New Testament Sabbath. 

From Moses’ days forward God’s 
children were obligated to observe the 
seventh day of the week as the Sab- 
bath. “Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy,” the Lord had said on 
Mount Sinai. He then gave Moses this 
commandment along with nine others 
on two stone tablets (Ex. 20:8-11; 
Deut. 5:12-15) and even decreed the 
death penalty for Sabbathbreakers. (Ex. 
31:14, 15; 35:2; Num. 15:32-36) 

With the completion of Christ’s re- 
demptive work God Himself repealed 
or abrogated the ancient Sabbath law. 
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Nor did He substitute a new Sabbath 
law in its place. The apostle Paul 
writes: “Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat, or in drink, or in respect 
of an holy day, or of the new moon, 
or of the Sabbath days, which are a 
shadow of things to come, but the body 
is Of Sue heist en ( CO], 2716, 17)e ane 
apostle here tells the Colossians not to 
consider themselves transgressors be- 
fore God if they did not observe the 
Jewish Sabbath. This ancient holy day 
was intended from the outset to serve 
as a shadow of things to come, as 
a type or symbol which foreshadowed 
the rest to be achieved and bestowed 
by the coming Messiah. (Matt. 11:28) 

But the body which cast these shad- 
ows, the reality and substance of the 
things prefigured by the Sabbath and 
other ceremonial provisions, as, for in- 
stance, the many sacrifices, is of Christ, 
indeed, is Christ. These things found 
their fulfillment in Him, who at the 
end of His career could so triumph- 
antly exclaim: “It is finished,” at which 
time the tearing of the curtain guard- 
ing the Holy of Holies in the temple 
sounded the death knell of the Mosaic 
ordinances including the Sabbath. 

The Augsburg Confession makes the 
following comment: “Those who judge 
that by the authority of the church the 
observance of the Lord’s day, instead 
of the Sabbath day, was ordained as 
a thing necessary, do greatly err. Scrip- 
ture has abrogated the Sabbath day; 
for it teaches that, since the Gospel has 
been revealed, all the ceremonies of 
Moses can be omitted. And yet, be- 
cause it was necessary to appoint a cer- 
tain day, that the people might know 
when they ought to come together, it 
appears that the church designated the 
Lord’s day for this purpose; and this 
day seems to have been chosen all the 
more for this additional reason, that 
men might have an example of Chris- 
tian liberty and might know that the 
keeping neither of the Sabbath nor of 
any other day is necessary.” (Article 
XXVIII, 59, Triglot Concordia, p. 91) 

In a similar vein the apostle Paul 
stated that each individual could decide 
whether or not he wished to regard 
or observe certain days (Rom. 14:5, 6). 
On the other hand, he chides the Gala- 
tians, who were troubled by agitating 
Judaizers, for returning to the “beg- 
garly elements” and “observing days 
and months and times and years,” add- 
ing: “I am afraid of you, lest I have 
bestowed upon you labor in vain.” 
(Gal. 4:9-11) 

Martin Luther .has a most helpful 
discussion of this question in his Large 
Catechism under the Third Command- 
ment. (Triglot Concordia, pp. 603 to 
609) O. E. SOHN 
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LUTHER’S REDISCOVERY 


(Continued from page 7) 


heart of our witnessing is Christ. Like 
St. Paul, we must be determined to 
know nothing among men except Jesus 
and Him crucified, passing on to men 
first of all the message that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures 
and rose again. 

The very word evangelism empha- 
sizes the content of our message: Ev 
in New Testament language means 
good; angel, messenger; and ism, in 
action. The Evangel tells that God 
through Jesus Christ brings man back 
to a father-child relationship after sin 
has estranged him from God. 

Through faith in Christ all men can 
receive this gift. To cover our deprav- 
ity there is regeneration; to cover our 
alienation, reconciliation; to cover our 
condemnation to hell, the free gift of 
eternal life; to cover our helplessness, 
divine help. And all of this by grace, 
by faith, and by the blood of Jesus. To 
spread this Good News must be every 
Christian’s chief endeavor in this life. 


ECHOES 


(Continued from page 10) 


have come to light in recent years 
among the churches of the Synodical 
Conference, they completely disap- 
peared before the great consensus re- 
garding the Lutheran faith. It became 
evident that world Lutheranism in this 
way needs to exchange views not only 
with those who first have to learn to 
understand one another but also with 
such as can immediately deal with the 
great questions because they know what 
the others mean and because for them 
the great doctrines of the confessions are 
extra controversiam [settled]. Both 
groups can and should supplement and 
help each other. 


The Missouri Synod Convention 


“The most momentous sign, how- 
ever, of a transformation in the Lu- 
theran world may well be said to be 
the synodical convention of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod in 
San Francisco from June 17 to 26, 
1959. Missouri has since the War, as 
everyone knows, gone through times of 
severe tension. It has striven earnestly 
to find its proper place in the new order 
of things in Lutheran Christendom. If 
ever there was any hope that there 
would be room in the World Federation 
for this large church, then the devel- 
opment of the World Council into the 
ecumenism of Geneva and the liberali- 
zation of large Lutheran churches in 
America which in the National Council 
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of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S. A. sought to practice ‘unity in 
Christ’ with all kinds of sects, made 
such joining impossible, so long at least 
as these conditions prevail in Luther- 
anism. This question itself was not up 
for debate as it was three years ago. 
Nevertheless it was decided automati- 
cally when the Synod reaffirmed the 
old Lutheran faith and impressively 
confessed the absolute authority of the 
Scriptures as the inspired Word of God 
and the validity of the Confessions as 
a correct interpretation of Scripture. 
Here, too, a significant role was played 
by the laity, who do not simply follow 
their church leaders but exercise their 
own judgment. Never shall I forget the 
layman who, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Doctrinal Unity, spent hours 
one night studying the Bible before 
casting his vote in the decisive session. 
Whoever experienced the events of the 
23rd of June, the day the doctrinal 
issues were voted on, and witnessed the 
efforts put forth to arrive at the right 
decision as well as the great unanimity 
prevailing when the vote was taken, 
that person once again beheld some- 
thing of the functioning of true Luther- 
anism, concerning which one might 
often have thought in the past decades 
that it must have vanished from the 
world. There still are Lutheran churches 
in the world, and it is to be hoped that 
the responsible theologians will master- 
fully deal with the tasks that lie ahead 
of them. Let us add that no loveless 
word concerning other churches -was 
spoken. No door has been slammed 
shut. On the contrary, to this day Mis- 
souri is ready to carry on discussions 
with all Lutheran churches. It is al- 
ways willing to work for unity in the 
truth of the Word of God, but never 
on any other basis.” 

Fellow Lutherans, these are words 
of great praise from a man who is not 
a member of our Synod. However, as 
we contemplate these words, we must 
come to an ever deeper realization of 
the tremendous responsibility which 
rests upon us. God has entrusted the 
precious heritage of sound doctrine to 
our Synod and all who are in fellow- 
ship with us for a twofold purpose: 
(1) We should appreciate the heritage, 
make it our very own by diligent study 
and use of it, and hold it fast with sin- 
cerely grateful hearts as a most blessed 
and valuable treasure; and (2) we 
should seek to share it with others 
wherever we have opportunity, insist 
on its purity, defend it against all who 
would compromise it, and do all this 
in a spirit of true love, but also true 
firmness. May God graciously keep us 
faithful to this great trust and bless us. 
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Churches Cannot Aid 
Christians in China 


Excerpts from Dr. H. H. Koppelmann’s | 
reply to a letter expressing concern 
for the Christians in China 
It is good to know of your interest | 
in the Christians of China, and we hope 
your prayers for them are constant and 
earnest so that they may remain true 
to their Savior and witness to Him_ 
wherever and whenever possible. 
While we do receive reports on the 
church in China, we know next to 
nothing of any of the former members 
of our church. At best, and this was 


in 1936, our stations counted about. 


3,000 members, of whom only 876 were 
communicants. Our last statistics in- 
dicate that at the close of 1949 this 
number was reduced to 1,324 souls and 
487 communicants. This is only a speck 
in a population of 600,000,000. Today 
there are no reliable figures on how 
many Christians may still be in China. 
About ten years ago, when the Com- 
munists took over, there were perhaps 
five or six million. 

You ask whether any attempt is be- 
ing made to help these people. This 
cannot be done directly without en- 
dangering them. The government in 


China looks upon missionaries as tools | 


of colonial and capitalistic powers. 
Thus it becomes a definite handicap 
for a Chinese to even seem to have any 
direct contact with, or to be assisted 
by, a missionary or missionary organ- 
ization. The church in China at the 
time asked missionaries to leave so that 
they might be relieved of the embar- 
rassment of being associated with the 
American, who was not liked. 


Any outside influence on behalf of 
some individual is seriously frowned 
upon. It would also be almost impos- 


sible for us to know when any one 


Christian was being persecuted or 
whether punishment was being inflicted 
because he was a Christian. When one 
makes an effort to become familiar with 
the dealings of the Communist govern- 
ment, one recognizes that the real pur- 
pose of persecution and punishment 
often is not revealed at all in the trials 
that take place. 


You will know that so far our Gov- 


ernment has found itself helpless to do | 


anything about the situation within 


China, and you may be sure that the | 


churches find themselves in the same 
situation. Except for a few visiting 
teams, very few foreigners have been 


allowed into China to become ac- 


quainted with the situation there or to 
be able to work out any program of 
help to anyone. Usually these visitors 
are also very carefully screened by the 
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hina government to make sure that 
ey will report nothing that is not 
vorable to the government. Under 
Ose conditions it is very difficult to do 
ljnything concerted or united on be- 
alf of anyone who is presently behind 
e€ Bamboo Curtain. For that reason 
would say again that I hope your 
rayers are constant and fervent on 
yehalf of the people behind the Bam- 
oo Curtain of Asia. 


Khrushchev’s Remarks on 
God Called Double Talk 


Father Leopold Braun, New York, 
ho spent 14 years as chaplain to 
(American Roman Catholics in Mos- 
ow, said that Nikita Khrushchey’s re- 
ent warning to the Poles not to depend 
n their priests is a more truthful reflec- 
ion of his attitude toward religion than 
is frequent references to God during 
is U.S. tour. 

“You are wise and intelligent,” the 
Oviet Premier told Iowa corn grower 
oswell Garst, “but God has helped 


When Garst referred to the proverb 
“God helps those who help themselves,” 
hrushchev’s reply was: “No, He helps 
nly those who are intelligent.” 

Earlier in his tour the Russian leader 
eaffirmed that he is an atheist. But 
e made repeated references to the 
eity and cited Biblical precepts. 

At a civic dinner in San Francisco, 
or example, he stated that the Com- 
unists “want to build a land where 
here is no enmity, where there is com- 
lete equality such as preached by 
Christ. ... If you look into our philos- 
ophy, you will see that we have taken 
a lot of Christian precepts, for example, 
deove thy neighbor.’ ... Let us be 
condescending. Even Christian teaching 
tells us to be forgiving to others if they 
understand they have trespassed.” 

Father Braun pointed out in an in- 
frerview that the Soviet Premier’s last 
full-length statement on religion in 1954 
called for a “scientific” intensification 
of the war against religion, even though, 
yecause of some phrases, newsmen in- 
erpreted it as a call for easing religious 
yersecution. 

The Soviet constitution has 78 dis- 
inct articles against religion, Father 
3raun said, as well as an article in the 
sriminal code. Under the article a 
1eavy fine and jail sentence await any- 
yne found teaching religion. 

Father Braun, who speaks fluent Rus- 
jan, said that Mr. Khrushchev’s inter- 
eter was softening the Soviet chief’s 
emarks in the U.S., especially his 
pontaneous outbursts when something 
lispleased him. ¥ 


\CTOBER 20, 1959 


Layman Becomes 
Full-Time Assistant 


A layman’s desire and a congrega- 
tion’s need coincided under the hand 
of the Lord, who heard the prayers of 
both. The results are writing a new 
page in the history of modern church 
life and establishing a precedent-shak- 
ing pattern for Kingdom action at Cal- 
vary Lutheran Church, Portland, Oreg. 

Stewart E. Kropp, 43, for 15 years 
a treasury agent for the U.S. Revenue 
Service, resigned his Government post, 
to the surprise of many co-workers, to 
apply for and accept the post of full- 
time lay assistant at Calvary. Synod’s 
Committee on Enlisting and Training 
the Laity brought the two together. 


Stewart E. Kropp 


Taking a substantial pay cut and 
moving his family from a new house 
in Oneida, N. Y., to an old parsonage 
in Portland, Mr. Kropp went to work 
at Calvary the last week in August and 
was formally “consecrated to office” in 
a special service Sept. 13. 

One of the chief objectives of this 
bold step, according to Mr. Kropp, is 
“to free the pastor from such admin- 
istrative and organizational detail that 
saps time and energy from the impor- 
tant pastoral ministry.” Specific areas 
of the congregation’s ministry assigned 
to its new lay director are Youth, Mis- 
sions, and Stewardship. Under the last 
area much administrative and manage- 
ment responsibility usually “inherited” 
by the pastor is assigned to the program 
director. Pastor of Calvary is Rev. Paul 
J. Schulze. 

In inaugurating this ministry Calvary 
is putting to work a program that the 
Missouri Synod established in conven- 
tion this summer when it authorized 
a new training school for full-time lay 
church workers. 
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“We were fortunate,” says Pastor 
Schulze, “to get a man already trained.” 

Kropp has been a leading church 
worker at Rome and Oneida, N. Y., 
for the past 14 years, serving as Sun- 
day school superintendent, youth choir 
director, member of the circuit parish 
education committee, and in numerous 
other church responsibilities. 

Mrs. Kropp also hails from central 
New York. There are three daughters: 
Sue, 17; Joanne 15; and Beverly, 13. 


Northwest District Edition 


Only One in Ten Active 
In British Churches 


“Only one person out of ten is ac- 
tively engaged in the life of the church 
in Great Britain!” 

“This statement, made by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, well describes the 
mission opportunities facing the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England,” 
said Dr. E. George Pearce, president of 
that church, on a recent visit and speak- 
ing tour of Canada and the U.S. 

Lutherans in British Columbia and 
Alberta were pleased to hear him tell 
of the growth of the church in England 
and Wales. Thirteen years ago, when 
Dr. Pearce first arrived, there were 
just two English-speaking Lutheran 
congregations, Luther-Tyndale and Holy 
Trinity in London. Now there are 12, 
with a staff of 11 pastors. 

“When establishing a church in a new 
area,” explains Dr. Pearce, “one must 
bear in mind the temperament of the 
English people. They are warmhearted 
and hospitable, but still very conserva- 
tive and not easily changed. American 
methods of mission work would seem 
flamboyant and even impertinent to the 
British householder. Thus we have 
developed a program which relies 
heavily on publicity but which yet re- 
tains the dignity and character the 
church must have. We have found the 
showing of Christian films and the 
broadcasting of the ‘International Lu- 
theran Hour’ to be indispensable aids.” 

When asked how the British people 
accept the Lutheran Church in a land 
which is historically Anglican, Dr. 
Pearce replied, “The Lutheran Church 
also is a historical Protestant church, 
and we are careful to explain this to 
people. We use liturgical vestments, we 
have a liturgical order of service, and 
most important of all, we purely and 
clearly preach the Gospel of Christ, 
which appeals to man’s basic need and 
which alone can offer him true security 
for time and eternity. This Gospel of 
Christ is the reason for the growth and 
success of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England.” 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


No Do-It-Yourself Remedy 


Last month this column listed some 
major problems in American family life 
and stated a number of the cases. The 
question naturally follows: “What's the 
solution?” 


Before anything is said, one thing 
must be understood: Solution does not 
lie in dealing with the surface aspects 
of family problems. That is like put- 
ting calamine lotion on a pimple when 
the trouble is in the blood. Mere 
tinkering with surface symptoms is no 
solution. No talks on the evils of drink- 
ing and adultery, no platitudes on the 
value of going to church or playing 
ping-pong together will heal the basic 
disease. 


Today, however, people want a for- 
mula for almost everything. Americans 
seem to want a do-it-yourself prescrip- 
tion. Conferences with a marriage 
counselor or pastor with the reading of 
books will, of course, help get new 
insights and suggest some solutions. 
But the real road to Christian family 
happiness lies in a common faith in 
Jesus Christ as the Savior; this faith 
will lead all the members of the family 
to find their happiness in Him. 


To work out one’s own salvation 
with fear and trembling is the advice 
of St. Paul (Philippians 2:12), and it 
is given in a context of Christian be- 
lief: the belief that nobody can work 
out any kind of salvation for anybody, 
including himself, without God. The 
passage continues, “for it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure.” (Philippians 
23) 

A family is subjective, intimate, in- 
dividualistic. No outsider can do more 
than share his experience and knowl- 
edge with a family. The family, under 
God, must solve its own problems. 


The most adequate solutions to fam- 
ily problems are to be found by those 
who live within the community of 
Christ, the church. It has been val- 
idated to them by experience. In Christ 
they have the new life which is rooted 
in the love of God and His ennobling 
power. Apart from the church there is 
little possibility of any vital understand- 
ing of religion or very meaningful expe- 
rience of God. 


The church is the community of be- 
lievers which guards and transmits the 
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essential faith from one generation to 
another and within its fellowship gives 
witness to the reality and glory of God 
in the redemption of all men in Christ. 
The house of God offers rest and re- 
freshment; here hungry souls are fed 
and the dry wells of the spirit are filled. 
The church is the place where one may 
find out which journeys are fruitless 
and which are filled with meaning. 


The ministry of the church (through 
its pastor and people) should offer 
families the special help they need. In 
counseling before marriage, in pastoral 
care of families, in groups for young 
married couples, in various family serv- 
ices and in ongoing worship and educa- 
tional activities the church seeks to 
keep the family strong and active within 
the family of God. 

Life within the Christian family is 
often very difficult, as it is within non- 
Christian families. Every enterprise, 
every affection and desire falls short 
of fullness and health unless it is offered 
to God to be purified and blessed by 
Him. The life within any home requires 
patience and discipline, tenderness and 
courage, justice, fidelity, and under- 
standing. These qualities are to be 
found also in non-Christian people. But 
they abound especially in persons who 
have Christ in the heart. To simply say, 
“Be good,” is not good news. To say, 
“In the Gospel there is transformation 
and power to be a new man,” is good 
news. And this is the basic solution for 
family problems. 


For Christians the end of family life 
is the end of man: eternal life in the 
family of God. In this Christian faith 
and hope the family can best accom- 
plish its important and difficult func- 
tions. In this faith and hope earthly 
tensions can be overcome, earthly fail- 
ures and sorrows can be transformed. 
The Christian family will be persuaded 
that neither death nor life, things pres- 
ent nor things to come, can separate 
it from God’s love. 

Why is this the real solution? Because 
in Christ man becomes a new creature 
and can do things which were formerly 
impossible to him, namely: 

Receive daily power for renewal 
from the Gospel; 

Get God’s point of view; 

Become sensitive to wrong; 

Be ready to let God remold his life; 
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Desire what pleases God; and 

Bear the fruits of faith so vital fo 
happy family life — patience, kindness 
gentleness, helpfulness, love, and othe! 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthian) 
13; Galatians 5; Colossians 3) 

The way people look at problema 
and meet them is what makes happy 
families. The Christian has God’s anal! 
ysis and God’s solution. 

Harry G. COINER 


Note: The Family Council is pre? 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Committ 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 21 ! 
N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Special Events Mark 
CPH 90th Anniversary 


To mark 90 years of religious pub- 
lishing, Concordia Publishing Hous 
has planned a series of public and em- 
ployee events. 

Among these will be a Reformatio 
exhibit in the main lobby of the Sain 
Louis Central Public Library fro 
Oct. 29 through the last week in No- 
vember. Featured will be oustandin 
Luther publications from the Concor— 
dia presses as well as from the pressess 
of some of the nation’s leading pub-- 
lishers. Luther manuscripts, mementos,, 
busts, and original drawings will also: 
be on display. 

At a book-and-author dinner on) 
Nov. 6 four 1959 Concordia authors: 
will discuss their books: Dr. Alfred M.. 
Rehwinkel, Planned Parenthood; Dr.. 
Jaroslav Pelikan, Luther the Expositor;. 
Dr. Otto P. Kretzmann, The Sign of' 
the Cross; and Dr. Charles F. Behnke, 
New Frontiers for Spiritual Living. 

Area _ parochial school children, 
teachers, and parents are invited to 
a book fair at Concordia on Nov. 7. 

On Nov. 8 the Council of Lutheran 
Churches of Greater St. Louis will de- 
vote its 10:30 A.M. KMOX-TV pro- 
gram, “The Way of Life,” to a dramatic 
presentation of the worldwide spiritual 
outreach of Synod’s publishing arm. 

Open house at 3558 South Jefferson 
will be held Noy. 10 and 11, when the 
plant will be in operation from 1:00 
to 9:30 P.M. Families of employees 
and local Lutherans and Lutheran or- 
ganizations are invited. 

Messiah Church, St. Louis, will be 
host to CPH employees and their fam- 
ilies for an anniversary service of praise 
on Nov. 15. Speaker will be Rev. W. 
Harry Krieger, President of the Mich- 
igan District and member of Synod’s 
General Literature Board. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Deaths 


: HERMAN P. Greir, June 20, 1874, Gid- 
ings, Tex., to July 6, 1959, West Allis, 
is.; son of Rev. Albin and Louise Oden- 
ahl Greif; graduated Springfield seminary, 
895; parishes: Greens Creek-Warrenton, 
ex.; Davenport, Williamsburg, 1913—39, 
onroy, Iowa, 1939—45, when he retired. 
urvivors: son Herman, Jr.; daughters 
Sther Stahlecker, Lydia Huedepohl. Fu- 
eral: July 8, Williamsburg; interment, 
airmount Cemetery, Davenport. 


ARNOLD H. GruMM, Oct. 16, 1893, 
adison, Wis., to Sept. 24, 1959, St. Louis, 
0.; son of Rev. Fred W. and Laura 
unther Grumm; ° graduated St. Louis 
1916; honorary D.D., 1950; 


o 1956; President, North Dakota-Montana 
istrict and North Dakota District, 1933 
0 1950; Fourth Vice-President of Synod, 
1950—53, Second Vice-President, 1953 to 
1956, First Vice-President, 1956—59, Hon- 
rary Vice-President, 1959. Survivors: 
Esther Blume Grumm; sons Revs. Walter, 
Arnold, Roland; daughter Verla Mehl. 
Funeral: Sept. 26, St. Louis; interment, 
Concordia Cemetery. 


CHRISTOPHER C. HEIDENREICH, Feb. 23, 
1874, Mecklenburg, Germany, to May 28, 
1959, Marshall, Mich.; son of Rev. Fred- 
erick and Maria Garloff Heidenreich; grad- 
uated Evangelical Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Saginaw, 1896; parishes: Frank- 
enmuth, Marshall, 1897—1946, when he 
retired. Survivors: sons Theophil, Walter, 
Lawrence, Rev. Herbert; daughters Marie 
Hobus, Marguerite. Funeral: May 31, 
Marshall; interment, Oakridge Cemetery. 


HERMAN REINITZ, Oct. 23, 1876, Kirch- 
timke, Germany, to June 6, 1959, Duval, 
Sask., Can.; son of Christian and Kath- 
arina Wilshusen Reinitz; graduated Spring- 
field seminary, 1903; parishes: Tupper, 
Man.; Stony Plain, Alta.; Eston-Tyner, 
Sask.-Sibbald, Alta.; Nut Mountain, Mc- 
Nutt, Duval, Sask. Survivors: Clara Dienst 
Reinitz; sons Walter, Theodore, Ernst; 
daughters Renata Lennie, Edna Peterson, 
Erma Korell. Funeral: June 9, Duval; 
interment, Zion Lutheran Cemetery. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Aurich, George C., in Trinity, Hammond, Ind., 
by J. W. Acker, July 5. 

Whittington, Charles R., in Our Redeemer, 
Riverhead, L. I., N. Y., by Edward Brusick, 
Aug. 23. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Kramer, Loren, as missionary in Goleta, in 
Emanuel, Santa Barbara, Calif., by Victor 
W. Neemeyer, Sept. 6 

Neumann, Wilbur F., Immanuel, Jamison, and 
Grace, Burton, Nebr., by John H. Rath, 
Sept. 6. ‘ 

Puelle, Frederick W., as missionary in West- 
boro, Mass., in Grace, Queens Village, L. TS 
N. Y., by Louis S. Wagner, Aug. 26. 

Rosenau, Graeme, Mount Calvary, Lake Ar- 
rowhead, Calif., by R. F. Knaus, Aug. 238 


Ordained and Commissioned: 

Johnson, James J., as missionary to the Phil- 
ippines, in Our Saviour, Pipestone, Minn., 
by Luther Hauser, Aug. 2. tae. 

Kennedy, Lowell, as missionary to Nigeria, in 
Trinity, LaJunta, Colo., by George V. 
Weber, Aug. 16. 
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Ordained and Inducted: 


Neeb, Martin J., Jr., as intructor, Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., by 
M. L. Koehneke, Sept. 13. 


Installed PASTORS 


Abbott, Norman V., Hope, Maryville, Mo., b 
Theo. G. Schoech, Sept. 6. “A Z 

Barnett, Wilbur E., Good Shepherd, Yucaipa, 
Calif., by R. F. Knaus, Sept. 6. 

Duff, Floyd P., Bethel, Glenshaw, Pa., by 
Louis A. Kaufmann, Sept. 6. 

Eifert, Norman, Grace, Camrose, Alta., Can., 
by F. A. Schole, Aug. 23. 

Gietz, Ervin W., St. John, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
by C. H. Matthias, Sept. 6. 

Glock, Albert E., as assoc. prof., Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, IIl., by 
M. L. Koehneke, Sept. 13. 

Heinz, Maz E., Zion, Kearney, Nebr., by E. O. 
Potratz, Aug. 30. 


Hippe, Adolf, Immanuel, Aldergrove, B.C., 
Can., by Pres. C. F. Baase, Sept. 6. 
Johnson, Jeff G., Our Savior, Indianapolis, 


Ind., by H. L. Krueckeberg, Sept. 13. 

Kavasch, Robert W., Grace, Auburn, Mich., 
by F. H. Reimann, Aug. 30. 

Kreidt, Arthur H., Peace, Great Falls, Mont., 
by E. T. Leckband, Aug. 30. 

Krueger, Theodore E., St. Paul and Zion, Fall 
Creek, Wis., by J. E. Bittner, Aug. 2. 

Krugler, Emil E., Trinity, Layton, Utah, by 
C. G. Stockamp, Sept. 6. 

Maas, A. J., First Redeemer, Vallejo, Calif., 
by Elmer F. Muhly, Aug. 30 


Moose, Walter A., St. Paul, Junction City, 
Kans., by E. M. Hohle, Aug. 30. 
Neunaber, Elmer G., Redeemer, Lubbock, 


Tex., by Harold Kaestner, Aug. 23. 

Pankratz, Adolph W., St. John, Hillman, Mich., 
by Charles F. Boerger, Sept. 13. 

Peske, Gerald (addl. charge), St. Peter, Eas- 
ton, Minn., by Erhard D. KEifert, Sept. 6. 

Polk, John C., St. John, Farmville, Va., by 
Frank G. Koehler, Aug. 30. 

Reschke, Gustav, Faith, Sebring, Fla., by Wil- 
liam von Spreckelsen, Sept. 6. 

Russert, Arlyn A., St. Paul, Kirkland, Wash., 
by Herman F. O. Warneck, Aug. 30. 

Schmid, Walter H., St. Paul, St. Paul, Ill., by 
L. J. Wyssmann, Sept. 6. 

Schwermann, Robert, Redeemer, Chico, Calif., 
by Henry C. Ebeling, Aug. 30. 

Suelflow, Edwin S., as assoc. pastor, Walther 
Memorial, Milwaukee, Wis., by A. L. Ell- 
wein, Aug. 30. 

Wendelin, Robert A., Redeemer, Highland 
Park, Ill., by Paul G. Gerth, Sept. 13. 
Wendland, Leland G., Trinity, Fredericktown, 
and Zion, Gravelton, Mo., by W. E. Griesse, 

Aug. 23 and Aug. 30. 

Whittington, Charles R., Trinity, Lebanon, and 
Our Savior, Buffalo, Mo., by R. F. Kloehn, 
Sept. 6. 

Wiedbush, Erwin, Our Savior, Bettendorf, 
Iowa, by W. S. Wendt, Aug. 30. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Althoff, Richard E., Zion, Palmyra, Mo., by 
A. J. Becker, Aug. 30. 

Amt, Cand. Richard C., Pilgrim, Baltimore, 
Md., by Paul G. Littmann, Aug. 30. 

Bartels, Walter, Immanuel, Albuquerque, 
N. Mex., by Carl F. Schmid, Aug. 30. 

Bathje, Arnold, St. Peter, Richmond, Mich., 
by Albert P. Knoll, Sept. 6. 

Beck, Arthur A., Trinity, Portland, Oreg., by 
E. O. Eichmann, Aug. 30. 

Bergt, Harold, Trinity, Fremont, Nebr., by 
Arlin Holtz, Aug. 30. 

Blundell, Merle, Nazareth, Chicago, Ill., by 
Herbert Kohn, Sept. 13. 

Brackmann, Edward R., Trinity, Bloomington, 
Ill., by Herman A. Etzold, Sept. 13. 

Brandt, Cand. John, Concordia, Maplewood, 
Mo., by William E. Goerss, Sept. 13. 

Bredehoeft, Erich, as principal, Central Lu- 
theran School, Sioux City, Iowa, by S. W. 
Holstein, Aug. 30. ’ 

Bunge, John H., Immanuel, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., by Walter A. Enge, Aug. 23. 

Busse, Walter C., St. Peter, Joliet, Ill., by Erd- 
mann W. Frenk, Sept. 6. 

Carlson, Cand. Kenneth L., Bethany, Houston, 
Tex., by A. F. Droegemueller, Jr., Sept. 6. 

Dankert, Gerald M., St.John, Portage, Wis., 
by Gerhard Huebner, Aug. 30. ; 

Dellinger, Cand. George, St. Paul, Wilson, 
Tex., by G. W. Heinemeier, Aug. 30. __ 

Fehlauer, H. O., St. Paul, Watertown, Minn., 
by Louis M. Wetzel, Aug. 30. 

Firnhaber, W. C., St. John, Chester, Nebr., by 
G. O. Kebschull, Sept. 6. . 
Flachsbart, W. J., Concordia School, Peoria, 

Ill., by Paul G. Lessmann, Aug. 23. | 
Franzen, H. L., Concordia School, Peoria, Til., 
by Paul G. Lessmann, Aug. 23. 
Frese, Cand. Leland, Immanuel, St. Charles, 
Mo., by E. V. Oelschlaeger, Aug. 23. 
Friedrichsmeyer, Cand. Eugene, First, Lex- 
ington (Buffalo), Nebr., by Victor Jorden- 
_ ing, Aug. 30. 
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Frillmann, Louis, as principal, Trinity, Mor- 
ris Plains, N. J., by Hans A. Voss, Sept. 13. 

Grabau, Merton J., Trinity, Greeley, Colo., 
by Leo E. Rubel, Aug. 30. 

Gresens, R. J., St. John (Nottingham), Cleve- 
land, Ohio, by Merton L. Jannusch, Aug. 30. 

Gresens, Cand. Walter, Emmaus, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by Victor M. Selle, Sept. 6. 

Haake, Cand. Dale, Salem, Homewood, IIL, 
by W. W. Wilk, Aug. 30. 

Hesterman, Cand. Marvin, Trinity, Tyler, Tex., 
by Carl Gaertner, Aug. 30. 

Hinz, Clarence R., Trinity, Warren, Mich., by 
Wilton H. Fluegge, Aug. 30. 

Hirsch, Ivan A., St. John, Clinton, Iowa, by 
Paul H Burgdorf, Aug. 30. 

Homeier, Cand. Edwin, Luther High School 


North, Chicago, Ill. by Ray E. Miller, 
Sept. 13. 
Janssen, Daniel, St. Luke, Chicago, Ill., by 


A. R. Kretzmann, Sept. 13. 

Janssen, Cand. Gerald, St. Peter, 
Mich., by Paul A. Weber, Aug. 30 

Kieschnick, Harold, Our Savior, New Orleans, 
La., by Albert W. Lehenbauer, Aug. 30. 

Kittel, Walter J., Trinity, Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
by Paul J. Hartenberger, Aug. 30. 

Koschmann, Paul H., as principal of Central 
Lutheran School, in Trinity, St. Paul, Minn., 
by E. A. Knief, Aug. 23. 

Krause, August L., First, Yuba City, Calif., 
by Henry C. Ebeling, Aug. 30. 

Kriewaldt, Emil E., St. Matthew, Lake Zurich, 
Ill., by H. O. Krueger, Sept. 6. 

Krueger, George P., Immanuel, 
Mo., by E. G. Meseke, Aug. 30. 

Kuske, Wilmer G., Hope, Levittown, Pa., by 
Walter A. Maier, Jr., Sept. 13. 

Ladendorf, R. D., Concordia School, Peoria, 
Ill., by Paul G. Lessmann, Aug. 23. 

Lipske, Herold, Our Redeemer, Muskegon, 
Mich., by Walter L. Gienapp, Sept. 6. 

Mannel, James, Peace, Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
H. M. Schwehn, Aug. 16. 

Meyer, Cand. Arlen, Trinity, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., by Paul J. Hartenberger, Aug. 30. 

Michalk, Eugene D., Bethany, Houston, Tex., 
by A. F. Droegemueller, Jr., Sept. 6. 

Mueller, Cand. Edward H. A., Immanuel, 
Perryville, Mo., by E. G. Meseke, Aug. 30. 

Neinas, Cand. Alger, St. Matthew, Garden 
City, Mich., by Eug. Friedrich, Aug. 30. 

Norton, Cand. Kenneth, St. John, Long Beach, 
Calif., by Walter M. Fehner, Aug. 30. 

Obst, Paul, Peace, Faribault, Minn., by Law- 
rence Gallman, Aug. 30. 

Oehlkers, Cand. William J., Pilgrim, Balti- 
more, Md., by Paul G. Littmann, Aug. 30 

Rahn, Cand. Russell, Immanuel, Bristol, Conn., 
by R. L. Reith, Sept. 6. 

Reinke, Ralph L., as assoc. prof., Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., by 
M. L. Koehneke, Sept. 13. 

Remetta, John, Jr., Cedar Crest, Pontiac, 
Mich., by Howard E. Claycombe, Aug. 16. 

Rikkels, Cand. Robert, Holy Cross, Collins- 
ville, Ill., by Theodore Teyler, Aug. 30. 

Schlegl, Cand. Frank, St. Matthew, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., by A. W. Moldenhauer, 
Sept. 6. 

Schlichting, George T., Trinity, Reseda, Calif., 
by Henry E. Elfman, Sept. 6. 

Schmidt, Harold H., Trinity, Alma, Mo., by 
A. F. C. Pfotenhauer, Sept. 13. 

Schroeder, W. F., Concordia School, Peoria, 
Ill., by Paul G. Lessmann, Aug. 23. 

Schumann, Wilbur G., Martin Luther Chapel, 
Pennsauken, N.J., by Herbert C. Meyer, 
Aug. 30. 

Seboldt, Everett, St. John, Long Beach, Calif., 
by Walter M. Fehner, Aug. 30. 

Seefeldt, Christian L., Trinity, Racine, Wis., 
by Ernst J. C. Jehn, Aug. 30. 

Skov, Norval, Immanuel, Giddings, Tex., by 
Max Studtmann, Aug. 30. 

Stahlecker, Rudolf, First, Burbank, Calif., by 
C. T. Voge, Aug. 30. 

Straub, Carl, St. Matthew, Walled Lake, Mich., 


Macomb, 


Perryville, 


by O. A. Gerken, Aug. 30. : 
Suhr, Cand. Richard L., St.John, Hamlin, 
N. Y., by Erwin H. Goltermann, Aug. 30. 


Taylor, Cand. Gary, St.Paul, North Tona- 
wanda, N.Y., by F. A. Hinners, Sept. 6. 

Trinklein, Cand. Mark T., Bethlehem, Evans- 
ton, Ill., by S. E. RathkKe, Sept. 6. e 

Veit, Orville J., Trinity, Wahiawa, Hawaii, by 
Walter W. Grumm, Aug. 30. 

Von Soosten, Virgil, Central Lutheran School, 
Topeka, Kans., by J. G. Jacobsen, Sept. 13. 

Warmbier, Cand. Gerald, Messiah, St. Louis, 
Mo., by George W. Wittmer, Aug. 30. 

Wegehaupt, Adolph E., St. Paul, Freeman, 
S. Dak., by N. F. Seebach, Aug. 30. 

Wentzel, Harlan, Salem, Black Jack, Mo., by 
M. A. Gehrt, Sept. 6. 

Wunderlich, Eugene E., Immanuel, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., by Walter A. Enge, Aug. 23. 

Young, Albert, Grace, Visalia, Calif., by A. F. 
Volmer, Sept. 6. : 

Zeddies, Leslie R., as assoc. prof., Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., by 
Martin L. Koehneke, Sept. 13. 
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Official Notices 


Rev. Theo. E. Hoelter, Las Vegas, Nev., has 
been appointed to’ fill the vacancy in the 
Second Vice-Presidency of the California and 
Nevada District. — Paut E. Jacozss, President, 
California and Nevada District. 


Rev. R. F. H. Pralle, Brazilton, Kans., has 
been appointed Counselor of Circuit 10 to 
succeed Rey. C. C. Nieman, who resigned be- 
cause of appointment to another elective 
office in the District. — W. H. Meyer, Presi- 
dent, Kansas District. 


Rev. Martin L. Mappes, Hoyleton, Il., has 
been appointed Counselor of the Centralia 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Robert Martens, who 
accepted a call to another District. — ALFRED 
Buus, President, Southern Illinois District. 


Colloquies 


According to the regulations of The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod and by au- 
thorization of the faculty of Concordia Teach- 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., Cornell J. 
Kusmik, A.B., M.S.L.S., and Lawrence R. 
Rast, M. Mus., of River Forest, Ill., have been 
examined by a committee of the faculty and 
have given satisfactory evidence of their spir- 
itual maturity, doctrinal knowledge, and 
understanding of Christian education and 
church practice. They are herewith declared 
eligible for a divine call into the teaching 
ministry of the church.—M. L. KorHNekgs, 
President, Concordia Teachers College, River 
Forest, Ill. 


Nominations for President 
Concordia College, Austin, Tex. 


Rev. Alfred E. Behrend, Ponca City, Okla., by 
Zion, Walburg, Tex. 

Rev. Kurt W. Biel, St. Louis, Mo.: Holy Trin- 
ity, Macon, Ga. 

Rev. Wm. E. Goerss, Maplewood, Mo.: Trin- 
ity, Morrill, Nebr.; Immanuel, Carrollton, 
Mo. 

Prof. Samuel I. Goltermann, Austin, Wexe 
St. John, Lexington, Ky.; Trinity, Austin, 
Tex.; Trinity, Riesel, Tex.; Trinity, Taylor, 
Tex.; Grace, Elgin, Tex.; St. Paul, Paterson, 
N. J.; Concordia, Hammond, Ind.; St. John, 
Beaumont, Tex.; St. Matthew, Houston, 
Tex.; Redeemer, Austin, Tex. 

Rev. Wm. S. Graumann, Riverside, Calif.: 
Good Shepherd, Port Arthur, Tex.; Concor- 
dia, Springfield, Ill. 

Prof. Fred Growcock, Austin, Tex.: Zion, Dal- 
las, Tex.; Holy Trinity, Macon, Ga.; Geth- 
semane, Chalmette, La. 

Rev. Carl A. Heckmann, Austin, Tex.: Trinity, 
Taylor, Tex.; Grace, Dallas, Tex.; Trinity, 
Amarillo, Tex. 

Dr. Albert G. Huegli, River Forest, Ill.: Ebe- 
nezer, Greensboro, N.C , 

Rev. Glen Kollmeyer, 
Grace, Austin, Tex. 
Rev. Arno E. Krentz, Cleveland, Ohio: Epiph- 

any, Eau Claire, Wis. 

Prof. Alfred E. Leja, Austin, Tex.: Evan- 
gelists’, Kingsbury, Tex.; Church of the 
Ascension, Atlanta, Ga. 

Prof. Eugene Linse, St. Paul, Minn.: Trinity, 
Spring, Tex. 

Rev. Guido Merkens, San Antonio, Tex.: Zion, 
Belleville, Ill.; Zion, Fort Worth, Tex. 

Rev. Howard E. Mueller, Kansas City, Kans.: 
St. Paul, Dallas, Tex. 

Dr. John F. Nau, Hattiesburg, 
deemer, New Orleans, La. 

Rev. Edwin Nerger, Fort Wayne, Ind.: Im- 
manuel, Mercedes, Tex. 

Rev. Robert Plagens, Minot, N. Dak.: 
Trinity, Macon, Ga. 

Rev. Martin Ramming, Austin, Tex.: Emmaus, 
Denver, Colo. 

Rev. Rudolph P. F. Ressmeyer, Seaford, N. Y.: 
Church of the Atonement, Florissant, Mo. 

Prof. Walter Sohn, St.Paul, Minn.: Grace, 
Austin, Tex. 

Prof. Harvey E. Stegemoeller, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Trinity, Auburn, Nebr. 

Rev. Paul W. Streufert, Rocky River, Ohio: 
Trinity, Port Arthur, Tex. 

Prof. Arthur M. Vincent, St. Louis, Mo.: Trin- 
ity, San Angelo, Tex. 


Additional statements with regard to the 
qualifications of those who have been nomi- 
nated, or objections to nominees with reasons 
therefor, should be filed with the undersigned 
by Nov. 20, 1959. The meeting of the Board 
of Electors will be held on or after that date. 


ELMER Gast, Chairman 
Board of Control 
Concordia College 
Austin, Tex. 


San Angelo, Tex.: 


Miss.: Re- 
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Standing Committee Appointments 


The following committee appointments 
were made in accord with the synodical 
Handbook, 2.05. 

Nominations Committee for Appointive Ad- 
ministrative Personnel: Rev. Geo. W. Witt- 
mer; Rev. Victor Selle; Prof. L. C. Wuerf- 
fel; Dr. George J. Beto; Paul Weeke. 


General Literature Board: Dr. William A. 
Kramer; Prof. Martin L. Koehneke; Prof. 
Lorenz Wunderlich; Rev. Julius Acker; Rev. 
W. Harry Krieger; Rev. Curtis Stephan; 
Rev. Wilbert J. Fields. 

Young People’s Literature Board: Prof. Harry 
G. Coiner; Rev. Walter H. Meyer, Jr.; Jack 
L. Middendorf; Ralph L. Reinke; A. H. 
Stellhorn. 

Committee on Research: Dr. John Klotz; Dr. 
A. L. Miller; Prof. Lorman M, Petersen; 
Rev. Roger Sommer; Rev. William Adam. 


Implementation Committee: Rev. W. H. Meyer; 
Dr. Ottomar Krueger; Rev. E. H. Stahlke; 
Dr. E. T. Bernthal; William Fenske; Henry 
W. Buck; Dr. Paul Koenig; Dr. Albert G. 
Huegli; Milton Carpenter. 

Committee on Parish Education; Dr. A. G. 
Merkens; Dr. Victor Krause; Prof. Arnold 
Erxleben; Prof. M. LuebKe. 

Committee on Doctrinal Unity: Prof. Elmer 
Moeller; Prof. H. J. A. Bouman; Dr. A. O. 


Fuerbringer; Dr. Martin Franzmann; Rev. 
George Maassel; Dr. George Meyer; Rev. 
Theo. F. Nickel; Prof. Arnold Erxleben; 


J. A. Heinzig; Herbert Knopp. 

Committee on Fraternal Organizations: Rev. 
Julius Acker; Dr. Paul M. Bretscher; L. J. 
Dierker; Raymond Rempert; Edward G. 
Johnson. 


Committee on Constitutional Matters: Rev. W. 
H. Meyer; Dr. W. C. Birkner; Rev. Geo. W. 
Wittmer; Herbert S. Kuenne. 


Advisory Committee on Doctrine and Practice: 
Rev. Carl A. Eberhard; Dr. Ottomar Krue- 
ger; Rev. A. J. Meyer; Rev. Walter 
Nitschke; Dr. Mark J. Steege. 


Committee on Finnish Relations: Dr. Armand 
H. Ulbrich; Rev. E. W. Feldscher; Dr. Mark 
J. Steege. 

Board for Higher Education: Rev. L. W. Heide- 
mann; Rev. Hugo Kleiner; Dr. James G. 
Manz; Dr. Louis Wolfanger; Dr. Samuel J. 
Roth; Edwin Meese, Jr.; L. C. Heine. 


Commission on Worship, Liturgics, and Hym- 
nology: Rev. Alfred O. Rast; Arthur L. 
Amt; Rev. Arthur F. Katt; Dr. Walter Bus- 
zin; Prof. Paul Bunjes; Prof. David Schul- 
ler; Herbert Garske; Les Bruns. 

Armed Services Commission: Dr. Paul L. Dan- 
nenfeldt; Rev) ©: C. Busse; Rev. EF: '¢C. 
Proehl; Rev. G. E. Kuhn; Rev. A. M. 
Weber; William Boehlke; Harry Barr. 


Board of Social Welfare: Rev. E. B. Glabe; 
Rev. Karl H. Ehlers; Rev. Leslie F. Weber; 
Rev. Alton F. Wedel; O. Harold Swanson; 
Dr. Frede Mortensen. 

JoHN W. BEHNKEN 


Proposed Change in Constitution 


On June 26, 1959, the 44th regular conven- 
tion of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, assembled in San Francisco, Calif., 
adopted by a more than two-thirds majority 
a resolution to amend Article XII, Section 5, 
of the Constitution to read as follows: 


The election and time of service of the 
District officers shall be determined by the 
Bylaws of the Constitution of the Synod. 


This new wording is to replace the present 
Section 5 of Article XII of the Constitution, 
which reads: “The election of the District 
officers always takes place in the year follow- 
ing the regular session of Synod.” 

This adopted amendment in the Constitu- 
tion is herewith being submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod in accordance with the 
provisions of Article XIV: 


3. After adoption by the convention such 
amendments shall be submitted to the con- 
gregations of Synod by means of three an- 
nouncements in the official organs within 
three months after the close of the con- 
vention. 


_ 4. Unless one third of the congregations 
in voting membership in Synod file a vote 
of dissent with the Secretary of Synod 
within a period of six months following 
the date of the final official publication, 
such amendment shall become effective at 
such time. At the expiration of this period 
of time the Secretary of Synod shall an- 
nounce in the official organs of Synod 
whether or not such amendment is 
effective. 


5. In case fewer than one third of the 
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number of congregations vote against th 
change, the names of dissenting congre 
gations should be published. 


Witness under date of Oct. 20, 


ship in Synod file a dissent, the adopted 
amendment to the Constitution will become 
effective on Apr. 20, 1960. : 

As a matter of general information it may?) 
be of interest to the constituency of Synod] 


Constitution read as follows: 


a. The District President, Vice-Presidents, , 
Circuit Counselors, and the elective mem-- 
bers of the Board of Directors shall be» 
elected in the year following the regular” 
sessions of the Synod. 

b. All other officers and boards may be: 
elected in the second year following the: 
regular sessions of the Synod for the time: 
of service fixed by the Bylaws of the Con- 
stitution of the Synod. 


The vote of the congregations involves: 
only the adopted change in Synod’s Consti- 
tution, not the adopted change in the By- 
laws of the Constitution. 


W. C. Brrxner, Secretary 


Notice 


Concordia Theological Seminary, Spring- 
field, Ill., will begin its second quarter of the 
current academic year on Nov. 30, 1959. While 
dormitory facilities for unmarried students 
are filled to capacity, married students who 
fulfill the entrance requirements of the semi- 
nary will be admitted at that time. Com- 
pleted applications must be filed by Nov. 15. 
For further information write to Mr. John 
Heussman, Registrar, 1301 Concordia Court, 
Springfield, Ill. — Grorcs J. Beto, President. 


» Wanted 


Used Bibles, New Testaments, and Cate- . 


chisms, in fair condition. These are mailed 

to missionaries and workers in many parts 

of the world. The need is great. Mail to THE 

a Tract Mission, Box 201, St. Louis 66, 
O. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Amen, Jack, Box 66, Nashville, Kans. 
Bauer, Edmund J., 3205 Sharon Ave., 
Niagara Falls, Ont., Can. 
Bauer, Erhart L., R. 3, Elk River, Minn. 
Berg, Ronald, 640 E. Ash, Lebanon, Oreg. 
Besel, Harold C., 14736 Grapeland, 
Cleveland 11, Ohio 
Brammer, David H., c. r.m., 840 E. 56th Sia 
Chicago 15, Il. = 
Buchheimer, Louis T., Lutheran Service 
Center, 1644 Manila Ave., Olongapo, 
Zambales, Philippines 
Cordes, Alvin J., Messiah Lutheran Church, 
Murdo, S. Dak. 
Degner, Albert G., em., 709 Elk, 
Beatrice, Nebr. 
Destinon, J. Th., em., 
Seymour, Ind. 
Drum, Gerard W., R. 1, Gowanstown, 
Ont., Can. 
Feddersen, Elmer A., 104 N. Border, 
Troy, Il. 
Fierke, George F., 448 Wood Ave., 
Nekoosa, Wis. 
Frerking, Roland F., 304 Northwest 26th Sts 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Gietz, Ervin W., R.5, Wapakoneta, Ohio 
Graebner, Chap. Eugene, Hdq., CONAC, 
Mitchell Air Force Base, N. Y. 
Guebert, Paul, Box 215, Leigh, Nebr. 
Guettler, Ronald H., 5033 Daly Blvd., 
Flint 6, Mich. 
Hecht, Harold L., 17868 Berg Rd., 
Detroit 19, Mich. 
Heinz, Max E., E. 25th and C St., 
Kearney, Nebr. 
Herring, Melvin G., 1004 N. 11th Su, 


1620 E. Tipton St., 


Lamesa, Tex. 
Hessler, Edward A., R. 2, Conklin, Mich. 
Hilgendorf, Paul A., Sr., 729 Marjorie Dr. 
- San Diego 14, Calif. ; 
ippe, Adolf, 26655 Trans Canad Hwy. 
R. 3, Aldergrove, B.C, Can.” 
Hoffman, Herman, Hoffman, Minn. 
Ji, Dr. Won Yong, 251-8 Syn-Dang-Dong, 
Sung-Dong-ku, Seoul, Korea 
Johnson, James J., Box 507, Manila, P. I. 
Koch, Willard E., Wentworth, S. Dak. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Koenig, Paul, 6 River Bl 
St. Louis 11, Mo. ee 
Konz, J. L., 2627 Winnebago, 
St. Louis 18, Mo. ; 
Kratzke, Albert C., 1920 E. Blaine, 
Seattle 2, Wash. 
Kreidt, Arthur H., 3204 Ninth Ave., S., 
pe rest Falls, Mont. 
etzmann, Herbert, 6048 S. Wood1 
Chicago 37, Ill. eae 
Krueger, Ralph E., 1905 Mt. Royal Blvd., 
Glenshaw, Pa. 
Krugler, Emil F., 272 Golden Ave., 
Layton, Utah 
Kurtz, Wyman T., 112 W. Dartmouth, 
Ss aa es Mich. 
utz, ward F.. 700 Royal Hei f 
Belleville, Il. coe es 
Maas, Alvin J., 1333 Gordon St., 
Gas Calif. 
arquardt, Martin, Box 57, Rapidan, Minn. 
Menzel, Robert K., 2826 Northeast Junior St., 
Portland 11, Oreg. 
Merrell, Gene E., 724 N. DeQuincy, 
Indianapolis 1, Ind. 
Moose, Walter A., R. 4, Junction City, Kans. 
Nerger, Edwin A., 2610 Santa Rosa, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Niemann, Arthur J., Pattison, Tex. 
Nieting, Otto, em., 1526 Park St., 
Perry, Iowa 
Pankratz, Adolph W., R.3, Hillman, Mich. 
Petersen, William, em., 303 E. Roberts, 
Seward, Nebr. 
Raabe, Bernard, 3225 N. 88th St., 
Milwaukee 16, Wis. 
Rabe, Clarence W., MTD 12, Box 80, 
Ward Rd., North Tonawanda, N. Y. 
Reschke, Gustav, 1600 N. Lakeview Dr., 
Sebring, Fla. 
Richert, Thomas A., 1312 Oak, 
Duncan, Okla. 
Richter, Leo M., 4211 Vermont Ave., 
Baltimore 29, Md. 
Rosenau, Graeme M., Box 8, 
Lake Arrowhead, Calif. 
Schade, Edward W., R.1, Palmer, Kans. 
Schaefer, Frank, Offerle, Kans. 
Schroeder, Clemens H., 727 E. Washington 
St., Iowa City, Iowa 
Schulenburg, Herbert J., 774 Herberts Lane, 
Colton, Calif. 
Streufert, Norbert A., 900 N. Eighth Ave., 
Maywood, Ill. 
Suelflow, Roy A., 8617 W. Grand, 
River Grove, Ill. 
Swanson, Jerrold R., 3821 Forest Ave., 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Tessmann, Henry E., em., 109 N. Venus Ave., 
___ Clearwater, Fla. 
Thiemecke, J. Walter, em., MTD 25, Sy Rd., 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 
Thiess, Clemens, em., Box 74, Forsyth, Mo. 
Trinklein, Edgar A., 3221 E. Kaley, 
Orlando, Fla. 
Weinbach, O. F., em., 2603 Yucca Dr., 
Silver City, N. Mex. 
Wendelin, Robert A., 1376 Arbor Ave., 
Highland Park, Il. 
Wesche, Walther C., Pocahontas, Mo. 
Wildgrube, Erich H., Jr., 955 N. 34th St., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. 
Wilkens, Walter E., 3558 York St., 
Denver 5, Colo. 
Williams, David R., 83 W. Fourth St., 
Emporium, Pa. 
Zank, Lawrence K., 2941 W. 70th, 
_-Los Angeles 43, Calif. 


Teachers: 


Bangert, Martin J., 743 McKinley, 
Beloit, Wis. 
Bartelt, Ralph R., cand., 213 S. Maple, 
; Grant Park, Il. 
’ Diesing, Prof. Arthur E., em., R. 3, 
South Haven, Mich. 
_-Goldenstern, Clarence E., 431 N. Avon, 
Rockford, Ill. 
Grass, Paul J., 4646 N. 79th St., 
Milwaukee 18, Wis. 
Huebner, Robert W., 23 Maple, Roselle, Ill. 
Kaesmeyer, Victor R., 52 Rockledge Rds 
Hartsdale, N. Y. 
Kollmorgen, Rex, 959 12th St., 
Oakland 7, Calif. 
Lovekamp, Roy W., 420 Westgate Ave., 
Jacksonville, Ill. 
Millard, Rodney E., 6101 Eighth Ave., Apt. 5, 
Los Angeles 43, Calif. 
Moll, Donald W., 4643 S. Renshaw Dri, 
Memphis 17, Tenn. 
Neben, Eldon, 201 Everett P1., 
Orange, Calif. 
Scheck, Donald, 20825 Middle Belt Rd., 
Farmington, Mich. 
Schlichting, George T., 7347 Jamieson Ave., 
Reseda, Calif. 
Stahlecker, Rudolph T., 1026 Ruberts St., 
Glendale, Calif. 
Taebel, Donald K., 1130 N. 20th St., Apt. 6, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 
Wegehaupt, Adolph E., Box 264, 
Freeman, S. Dak. 
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Our Outreach for Christ 


Report of Synod’s Treasurer 


Districts 


Alberta and British Columbia 
Atlantic 

California and Nevada 
Central 

Central Illinois 
Colorado 

Eastern 

English 
Florida-Georgia 
Iowa East 

Iowa West 

Kansas 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Montana 

North Dakota 
North Wisconsin 
Northern Illinois 
Northern Nebraska 
Northwest 
Oklahoma 

Ontario 

South Dakota 
South Wisconsin 
Southeastern 
Southern 

Southern California 
Southern Illinois 
Southern Nebraska 
Texas 

Western 


Total from Districts 
Sundry Sources (Estimate) 
Operating Statement 1959 


Required Feb. 1 to Sept. 30 
Received Feb. 1 to Sept. 30 


Budget Receipts 


2/1/59 to 9/30/59 8/12 of Goal 


$ By 2a $ 46,666 
359,331 533,336 
206,667 206,664 
670,617 850,000 
338,667 338,664 
130,707 130,000 
201,719 261,336 
474,181 600,000 

58,336 56,664 
220,400 220,400 
289,297 375,336 
25255) 296,664 

Dimes 46,666 
Tao olG 910,000 
739,641 946,666 

30,030 46,666 
100,919 115,666 
311,750 410,000 
604,073 723,334 
162,406 230,000 
2035335) 203,334 

83,008 82,000 
100,000 100,000 
116,094 1533334 
465,996 600,000 
188,000 188,000 

76,667 76,666 
IAISOY 173,334 
185,273 220,000 
207,450 265,334 
240,000 306,666 
ToeeoS 733,334 

GY Roe 7/22 f4"fe5) $10,446,730 

400,000 
$11,000,000 (8/12 of $16,500,000) 


8,572,485 


——— 


$ 2,427,515 


Good!? 


This Is Good! 

During the first eight months of this 
year our Christians gave $1,061,604 more 
through their Districts than in the same 
period last year. This is an increase of 
14%. 

During the eighth month of this year 
they gave $151,361 more than in the same 
month last year. 

We thank God for the progress made! 


Is This Good? 

Our program for Christ through Synod 
this year calls for $16,500,000 — 3% 
more than last year. Our congregations 
are asked to raise $15,900,000 of this 
amount. The balance will come from other 
sources. Two thirds of Synod’s fiscal year 
is gone, and yet only 52% has been re- 
ceived. This means we are $2,427,515 
short at this period. This will have to be 
made up during — the remaining four 
months — in addition to the needs of those 
four months. This calls for $7,927,515. 


This Js Good! 

If all our congregations do something 
special this fall, we will reach our 1959 
program needs. All congregations have 
been requested to convene a special voters’ 
meeting during October to — 


analyze their giving performance to 
Synod; 

devise ways and means, where neces- 
sary, to enable them to reach their full 
responsible share for their own program 
through Synod before this year closes. 


But will our congregations respond? 


The congregations of Synod have con- 
fidence in one another. They count on one 
another as responsible partners. They are 
Synod. This is their Venture of Faith. 
They appreciate that their very own wel- 
fare as well as their combined outreach for 
Christ to a dying world calls for no less. 


J. E. HERRMANN 
Stewardship Counselor 
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Jesus talks to YU 
in today 4 language 


THE CHRIST OF 
THE GOSPELS 


By Dr. William F. Beck 


Hear Jesus tell you His wonderful truths — not in 
the strange words of long ago — but in the language 
you use in daily conversation. 

See the order of events in the life of Christ. You 
may often have wondered just how the four Gospels 
fit together. What was the one life of Jesus that Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John recorded? 


In The Christ of the Gospels you read the life of 
Christ in today’s language in one flowing story. You 
sense the unity, as well as the urgency, of His mission 
on earth. You find no difficult or seldom-used terms 
but only words you use every day. For instance, time 
is given by the modern system: “It was 9 o’clock when 
they crucified Him.” 

Family devotions come alive with meaning when 
each member understands every word of the Gospel 
message. You discover in your own private devotions 
that you meet Christ face to face . . . hear Him talk 
to you and claim you for His own. 


219 pages. Cloth. $3.00. Order No. 2W1039 


REVIEWERS SAY 


“The literary style transports the reader back to 
the days of our Lord, making the events in the life 
of our Savior a current reality. Children will be de- 
lighted with this translation because the author assumes 
he is not dealing with morons but with young minds 
that enjoy something to think through.” — Ralph L., 
Keiper, Eternity 

“The translation is well done. It is vivid, down to 
earth, and ‘communicates.’ — Adolf F. Meyer, Ed- 
itor, American Lutheran 

“It is a good translation which all modern English- 
speaking people can readily understand.” — Elmer A. 
Kettner, Editor, Advance 

Order through your church office, church book dis- 
play, or directly on the coupon below. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING. HOUSE 
3558 SOUTH JEFFERSON AVE, 
ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 


Please send me this modern translation and harmony of the Gospels: 


No. 2W1039, THE CHRIST OF THE GOSPELS, by Beck, @ $3.00 


I enclose $ 


(Please add 15¢ to cover partial cost of 
ORDERS. Actual transportation costs will 


Name 


O Bill me 


shipping and Postage on all CASH 
be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 


Address 


City 


CONCORD 


3558 S. JEFFERSON, ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 


Zone 


lA 


State 


PUBLISHING 
HOUSE 


